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Lines for a Very Old Album 


By E. Margaret Clarkson 
(In use since 1835) 


EARS slip away, and names penned 
Y here 
Yellow and dim with age; 
Memories of friends once close and dear 
Fade with the crumbling page. 


Faces and names alike forgot, 
Long-ago loves grow cold; 

One name alone time changes not, 
One only grows not old. 


When with the lengthening years and 
lone 
All other names are gone, 
Beloved, familiar, still our own, 
Thy name, O Christ, lives on! 


The Rod Is Still Needed 


Even in many Fundamentalist fam- 
ilies discipline is breaking down. The 
parents believe the Bible, they are 
strong on doctrine, but weak on‘ some 
of its precepts. They are sowing the 
wind and will reap the whirlwind (Hos. 
8:7); in fact, some already have young 
whirlwinds on their hands. They “ear- 
nestly contend for the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 
3), but they seem utterly to forget cer- 
tain aspects of it. The primary work 
of Christian parents is the training of 
their children. Many have allowed 
merely sentimental love for. their chil- 


dren to overbalance their sense of law 
and order. A spanking, not done in 
anger, will clear up a sullen attitude on 
the part of a young child as a thunder- 
storm freshens the air on a sultry day. 
It gets results faster than argument, is 
a warning to the other children look- 
ing on, and even the whipped child, 
deep down in his heart, realizes that 
he got what he deserved and is there- 
fore quieter, more tractable, and really 
happier afterwards. One Christian 
mother of a large family—now grown 
and in Christian work—kept a small, 
light switch in nearly every room for 
disciplinary emergencies. They could 
not injure a child’s hands or legs, but 
they were stinging reminders that his 
will was not the law of the home. How 
foolish and dangerous it is to discard 
the wisdom of the ages that is given us 
in the Bible! Said Solomon: “The rod 
and reproof give wisdom: but a child 
left to himself bringeth his mother to 
shame. ... Correct thy son, and he shall 
give thee rest; yea, he shall give de- 
light unto thy soul” (Prov. 29:15, 17); 
“Chasten thy son while there is hope, 
and let not thy soul spare for his cry- 
ing” (19:18); “Withhold not correction 
from the child: for if thou beatest him 
with the rod, he shall not die. Thou 
shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt 
deliver his soul from hell” (23:13, 14). 
It is literally true that a corrected child 
“shall give thee rest.” Right after the 
punishment he will stop fretting, nag- 


% 


ging, and pulling at his mother’s skirt; 
and when the correction is kept up 
through the years, along Scriptural 
lines, he will indeed “give delight unto 
thy soul.” Moreover, sons and daugh- 
ters who are brought up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, which in- 
cludes punishment, as they grow older 
will thank their parents for discipline; 
and they are the ones best fitted to 
stand up under the hardships of pioneer 
missionary work. One young man, now 
a missionary, while he was in the Army 
wrote home to thank his mother and 
father for training him to obey, for he 
was not tempted to break the rules as 
others were. The trouble with so many 
parents is that they do not begin early 
enough to insist on obedience, telling 
the truth, and respect for parents; and 
unfortunately many do not behave in 
the home in ways that inspire respect. 
Love, kindness, cheerfulness, and good 
times should abound in every Christian 
home, but these are stifled where there 
is disobedience, disrespect, and where 
the children’s will dominates. Parents 
are God’s representatives in the home, 
and, like Him, they should keep the 
right balance between Law and grace. 
Such Bible passages as those quoted, and 
the exhdértations to children and fathers 
in Ephesians 6:1-4, are worth infinitely 
more than volumes of secular psychol- 
ogy, for they are the inspired word of 
Him who made man and ordained the 
home. 


“ 


Preparing for the Watch Night Meeting 


S WE approach the end of the 
A year, it is well for pastors to be 

thinking of Watch Night meet- 
ings in their churches on Tuesday eve- 
ning, December 31. The length of time 
given to the meetings may vary, from 
one to three or four hours, and the pro- 
gram also may be varied, especially in 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me” 
(Phil. 4:13). 

















a long meeting, in order that people 
may not become too tined physically. 
But whatever is done should be in keep- 
ing with the spirit of the evening, and 
not detract from the atmosphere of rev- 
erence and prayerfulness which should 
mark all the proceedings. Different 
ones may be asked, in advance, to read 
selected passages of Scripture; there 
may be periods for testimonies and 
thanksgiving for what God has done 
during the past year; several hymns 
may be sung, and there may be oppor- 
tunity for different‘ ones to choose 
hymns; but the main business of the 
evening should be prayer. If it is a 
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long meeting, two or three spiritual of- 
ficers may be asked to act as chairmen 
of the early periods, and the pastor 
should have the closing hour, 

Dr. Ernest M. Wadsworth, director of 
the Great Commission Prayer League, 
has prepared a call for Watch Night 
and also thoughts on revival, which are 
given below. 


Do SoMETHING Now 
ABOUT A WaTCH NIGHT MEETING 


Dear Pastor, 

This year have a real revival-promot- 
dng Watch Night Meeting. Gather your 
officers, workers, and praying members 
now, and plan a Watch Night Service 
that will really advance revival among 
them. Rise above the current tendency 
to meet on the low level of a church 
social. “The kingdom of God is not 
meat and drink; but righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 
14:17). 

Have a Watch Night Meeting that God 
can bless in purifying hearts, and in re- 
storing holy principles and practices 
among your people. A Watch Night 
Service which aids piety will please 
God; but if not, it can be a lamentable 
spiritual sedative. 

This is no time to pat church people 
on the back. Pricks in the heart by the 
Spirit of God are the greatest need of 
all the friends of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
What we need is just such meetings as 
the disciples of Christ had in the interim 
between Christ’s cross and ascension. 
We really need what the Bible calls 
“A solemn assembly.” 

Revival is an operation on the be- 
liever’s heart. “I am he which search- 
eth the reins and hearts: and will give 
unto every one of you according to your 
works” (Rev. 2:23). Revival-promo- 
tion is serious business; so, therefore, 
pastor, challenge your entire officership 
and membership to face up to the spir- 
itual state of the church, and also to 
the woeful condition of the multitudes 
perishing without Christ. Help them 
to see that the enemy is already within 
our. own gates, and that the obvious 
need of our people is penitence and ab- 
solute surrender to God so that sinners 
can be converted unto God. It is time, 
high time, to be in earnest about re- 
vival, ' 

By the awful reality of sin, and 
spreading worldliness, by approaching 
death and judgment and future déstiny 
either in Heaven or hell, and by the 
love of God, and the love of the Spirit, 
let every pastor and awakened church 
officer and member rise out of lethargy 
and strike out for God and REVIVAL. 

Yours for a truly reviving Watch 

Night Meeting, 
Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Some REeEvIvAL NECESSITIES 


A trued-up concept of the meaning of 
the Church and her mission, 
An adoption of divine plans and pro- 
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grams for the building up of the Church 
and the evangelization of the world. 

Refusal of all substitutes for the pres- 
ence of Christ in our meetings, and the 
grace of the Spirit needed for stirring 
conscience and will of saint and sinner, 
Surrendering “it” for “Him.” 

Realization of the vanity of all efforts 
and services without the actual presence 
of Christ in the midst to search hearts, 
and restore and bless them. 

The necessity for an “upper room’ 
experience with the Lord. He is most 
likely to visit His people as they mourn 
over their own failures and the loss 
of His smiling face. 

Meetings like the “Road to Emmaus 
one, when Christ draws near and makes 
our hearts burn within us while He 
opens unto us the Scriptures, and re- 
proves our slowness of heart, and un- 
belief, and blindness, and then lets us 
see His wounded hands and feel the 
thrill of His having condeseended to 
visit our humble dwelling. 

We must have the Lord among us, 
restoring doubting Thomases, and re- 
proving and pardoning and reappoint- 
ing erring Peters, and commissioning 
all of us speedily to carry out His 
program for Church and missions, 

We must keep before us holy goals 
of piety and God-pleasing practices and 
principles. 

We need Christ in the midst, and 
working among us, as much as did the 
apostles after His resurrection and as- 
cension. 

We must know no other ways of ob- 
taining grace for witness and work than 


(Continued on page 938) 
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Notes on Open Letters 
Where To Go to Church? 


I am coming to you with a problem 
that is weighing on our hearts. It 
has to do with our chureh fellowship 
in this town. For some time my hus- 
band and I have been disturbed and 
anxious about our spiritual welfare. 
While we are born-again Christians, 
yet we have been attending a church 
which is at a very low ebb spiritually. 
The deacons and elders do not seem 
interested in soul-winning, or prayer 





meetings, and there are very few 
converts. 

There is such a lack of Christian 
fellowship that we are seriously 


thinking of making a change. But 
we want to be ied of God and want 
to attend church where we feel He 
has led us. The United Church has 
a much larger membership, but it, too, 
is not evangelistic. We do not know 
what to do. Would you be kind 
enough to advise us on what would be 
the best thing for us to do? Should 
we stay in the church, even though 
it is so lacking in the Spirit, or should 
we seek some other place to worship? 
There are some smaller groups. Can 
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we know where God would have us? 
We have prayed much about leaving 
this town, so we could attend a church 
more of our choosing, but so far we 
have not secured a buyer for our 
business. If God wanted us some- 
where else, could He not open the 
door? I do trust you will be able to 
help us, as we are both anxious spir- 
itually to enjoy more of His blessing 
and presence.—A Canadian reader. 


The Editor replied, in part, as follows: 


“Your problem of church membership 
is not unusual, for many’ Christians are 
facing it. Since you say in your letter 
of October 4 that there are some smaller 
groups, I believe it would be well if you 
would attend two or three services in 
one or more of these groups and see 
how you like them. If you find one 
where the mini‘ster and officers accept 
the whole Bible as the Word of God, 
preach it and teach it in church and 
Sunday school, and where there seems 
to be real spiritual life, you would 
doubtless be happier if you joined it.... 

“It may not be necessary for you to 
give up your work and move from the 
town if you can find a faithful group 
of believers in or near your town with 
whom you can worship regularly. In 
making such a move, I believe it is 
best for Christians, as a rule, to avoid 
making trouble as far as they can; and 
simply to say, when they must give an 
explanation, that they want to worship 
with Christians who believe and teach 
the whole Bible and want to see other 
souls saved. It is good also to be with 
a group that has missionary interests 
and who also practice tithing. 

“I know that God can guide you and 
that He is willing to. Read James 1:5, 
Sometimes, in making a difficult de- 
cision, I have placed the Bible open at 
this verse before me and asked His guid- 
ance. Again and again I have been very 
conscious of His leading and later events 
have proved that He did lead. It is 
right and proper for Christians like 
yourselves to desire to work and wor- 
ship with others of like faith and there 
is nothing wrong in seeking out such 
a group. It will doubtless take time 
for you to make the change, but with 
patience and prayer I am sure it can 
be worked out.” 

In a later letter of thanks the same 
reader wrote: 


We deeply appreciate your prompt 
reply to our inquiry regarding church 
fellowship. Unfortunately the three 
smaller groups we mentioned here, 
have very little to offer either, as they 
are so small in number and do not 
seem to be growing. However, at the 
present time, a new pastor is coming 
to the church we attend, and we shall 
wait and see if things change. He 
definitely seems to believe in the 
whole truth of God’s Word, and we 
hope will be evangelistic. We will 
do as you suggest, look to God for 
His guidance. 
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|. The Vanishing Pedestrian 


A call to recapture the values of physical 


and spiritual walking 


NE traffic hazard that is being 
O eliminated rapidly these days is 

the pedestrian. Most of them are 
eliminating themselves since we do not 
walk any more. Motorists are eliminating 
the others as fast as they can run them 
down. Too many of us do not think with 
our heads or walk with our feet—we just 
sit. It will be interesting to know what we 
will look like in several generations if 
we keep this up 

Walking is said to be the perfect ex- 
ercise. We are so constructed phys- 
ically that walking does us good all 
over. But we are not availing ourselves 
of this benefit. In a day when we spend 
millions on buses to haul children to 
school and millions more on gym- 
nasiums so they can exercise, there 
ought to be a revival of plain, old- 
fashioned walking. 

This writer is happy to be one of the 
vanishing tribe of pedestrians. Walk- 
ing is my only un-American activity. 
I am often amused when, in a strange 
town, I ask how to get to the post office. 
When I tell them that I am not driving 
since I never owned a car, they look 
at me hopelessly and decide there is 
no use telling me where the post office 
is since no one would think of walking 
to it . . . three blocks down the street. 


Walking and Thinking 

Recently at a summer Bible confer- 
ence I discovered a wonderful walk 
through the woods. But I found no 
one using it, for walking is not enough. 
We have to be “doing something.” The 
Scriptures tell us that Isaac meditated 
in the fields at eventide. Today Isaac 
plays golf in the pasture, but nobody 
finds him just walking and thinking in 
the fields. 

The Scriptures begin with God walk- 
ing in the Garden of Eden (Gen, 3:8) 
and they end with our glorified Lord 
walking in the midst of the seven golden 
candlesticks (Rev. 2:1). All the way 
through, the Book is geared to the spir- 
itual pedestrian. You will be amazed 
when you look up “walk” and its varia- 
tions in your concordance. The Chris- 
tian life is set forth perhaps more as 
a walk than in any other figure. We 
are to walk in newness of life (Rom. 
6:4), by faith (2 Cor. 5:7), worthy of 
our vocation (Eph. 4:1), circumspectly 
(Eph. 5:15), honestly (1 Thess. 4:12), 
worthy of the Lord (Col, 1:10), in light 
(1 John 1:7), in the truth (3 John 4), in 
the Spirit (Gal. 5:16), in love (Eph. 
5:2). These are only a few samples 
just to whet your appetite. The faith- 
ful few in Sardis are promised that 


One of the New Testament’s secrets 
of how to live the Christian life is 
found in these words, “Walk in the 
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the 
lust of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16). Un- 
derneath some of Mr. Havner’s 
characteristic satire, that is one of 
the main themes of this article. It 
is the first of a series of four writ- 
ten for the Times, the other three 
being: 

“The Wrong Kind of Separation” 

“Saints of the Set Face” 

“The Peril of Peace Without Victory” 








they shall walk with the Lord in white 
(Rev. 3:4). It seems to be the estab- 
lished gait throughout the Word of God. 
Perhaps it is best summed up in walk- 
ing “as he walked” (1 John 2:6). We 
may run the race and even fly as eagles, 
but the saint is above all a pedestrian. 
Let it be observed that the Christian 
life is more than taking a stand or a 
step. It is a walk and a walk is one 
step after another. Some dear souls 
take a step of faith, but never a walk 
of faith, Again, two cannot walk to- 
gether except they be agreed (Amos 
3:3) and there must be harmony with 
our Companion. Negatively, we are 
warned against walking as other Gen- 
tiles (Eph. 4:17), disorderly (2 Thess. 
3:11), after the flesh (2 Pet, 2:10). 


The outstanding spiritual pedestrian 
is Enoch. 


He walked with God, he 
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pleased God, and God took him. What 
a biography in three brief statements! 
And what an epitaph! 

But the point often overlooked in all 
this (and we are familiar with these 
precious verses to the point that, taking 
them for granted, we may not take them 
seriously) is that walking is a leisurely 
unhurried pace. Our Lord walked over 
Galilee and He never gives us the im- 
pression of being in a rush. Busy He 
was and often tired, but one never gets 
the feeling that He was dashing about 
in a fever to make a deadline. He 
walked. Most of it was outdoors, by 
mountain and sea. It was part of the 
divine arrangement that the Son of God 
should not spend His ministry lecturing 
in a crowded metropolis but teaching 
under the open sky. It is worthy of 
more attention that it receives that 
our Lord was an itinerant pedestrian 
preacher, 


Standing Still, or on the Run? 


The Christian life is a walk, but most 
of us are either standing still or in a 
run, Any faithful pastor knows this 
to his deep concern. On the one hand 
are those parishioners who do no more 
than warm a pew on Sunday morning. 
On the other are those aggressive busy- 
bodies in a dither of church work who 
never stop long enough to find out what 
they are doing or why they are doing 
it. Between those who rest at ease in 
Zion and those whose patron saint is 
St. Vitus, any minister learns the value 
of those who neither just sit nor run 
but walk with the Lord in the light of 
His Word. 

Walking allows time to ponder, to 
think, to meditate, but the tension of 
the times, our nervousness these days, 
television, and countless other influ- 
ences have outlawed the art of reflec- 
tion. Then, too, it calls for solitude, 
and the average mortal nowadays can- 
not endure being alone. A rainy after- 
noon with television out of order would 
be a calamity, and he devises every 
imaginable trick to avoid his own com- 
pany. The shallowness and cheapness 
and superficiality of so much modern 
Christianity is what we get for chang- 
ing the Christian life from a walk to 
a run. Doing is more important than 
being nowadays, and it is easier to get 
people to do everything than to be 
anything. We are reading much about 
distraught preachers cracking up under 
the demands of the modern pastorate. 
Doing the will of God never breaks a 
man down, but doing what we want 
to do or what people, even good peo- 
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ple, want us to do will. We are all 
on, the merry-go-round and nobody 
seems to know how to get off. We 
need as ministers to become rebels in 
this rat race and change our gait from 
running to walking. Some dear souls 
may be horrified, and we may have to 
skip a lot of little meetings with the 
Sons and Daughters of I Will Arise, 
but the earth will probably keep going 
around anyway. 

I am aware of the fact that to revert 
to walking, either physically or spir- 
itually, is a major operation these days, 
It is easier said than done. There are 
so many entanglements that it would 
be an upheaval of no small proportions. 
But if we do not make the switch there 
will be other upheavals, some of which 
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may land us in hospitals or retire us 
to the sidelines. Every man must work 
it out in his own way, but we believe 
that God would have us walk, and what- 
ever we ought to do we can do by His 
grace. 

The Vanishing Pedestrian, whether in 
the flesh or in the spirit, needs to come 
back into his own. We do not have 
to stand or run, freeze or fry. The 
choice is not between living in a stupor 
or in a stew. We have only to return 
to the Gait of Galilee. God grant us 
a new race of pedestrians, Sons of 
Enoch, of whom it may be said at the 
last, “They walked with God, they 
pleased God, and God took them.” 

(To be continued) 


Archaeological Excavation in 1956 and 1957 


High lights of the work and plans for the future 


URING 1956 and 1957, several 
archaeological excavations were 
either initiated or carried on in con- 


tinuation of previous seasons of work. 
Plans are already laid for further work 
in 1958. 
Bethel 

N THE summer of 1957, Professor 

James Kelso of Pittsburgh-Xenia 
Seminary carried on further work at 
the site of Bethel, twelve miles north 
of Jerusalem, where Jacob had his 
dream of the ladder that reached up to 
Heaven (Gen. 28:12). Professor Kelso 
had worked at the site with Professor 
Albright of Johns Hopkins University 
in 1934, and, in 1954, he carried on fur- 
ther ,work. The results of all three 
campaigns, including the one just com- 
pleted, including the Biblical references 
to Bethel. It is mentioned, not only in 
connection with Jacob’s dream noted 
above, but also in connection with Abra- 
ham’s early sojourn (about 2000 B.C.) 
in the Land of Canaan (Gen. 12:8), and 
as the place, where, over a thousand 


years later, Jeroboam set up the idol-. 


atrous calf worship (1 Kings 12:28, 29). 
When this writer visited Bethel in 1954, 
Dr. Kelso was uncovering more of the 
city of the days of the Kings af Israel 
(900-600 B.C.), which included the time 
of Jeroboam. The 1957 excavation dis- 
closed the walls of the city in the Mid- 
dle Bronze Age (2000-1600 B.C.), dat- 
ing from the days of the Patriarchs and 
including the time of Abraham. 


Dead Sea Scrolls ° 


CHOLARS continue to study and de- 
cipher the fragments of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls in Jerusalem in the room 
of the Rockefeller Museum known as 
the “Scrollery.” 


So far, manuscripts, 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 
Director of Biblical Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 


portions, or fragments have been found 
of every Old Testament book except 
Esther, and as one of the international 
team of eight scholars remarked, 
“Everyone expects that to turn up al- 
most any time.” These manuscripts, 
found at the north end of the Dead Sea 
in caves where they were placed nearly 
2,000 years ago, continue to show the 
basic accuracy of the text of the Old 
Testament, and attest to the care with 
which it was copied. 


Dibon 


ROM 1950 to 1956, several seasons of 

work were carried on at the site of 
ancient Dibon, to the east of the Dead 
Sea. It was an important Moabite city 
in Old Testament times, and, back in 
1868, yielded the famous Moabite Stone, 
which was an inscription carved by the 
Moabite king named Mesha, who figures 
prominently in 2 Kings 3. In the ex- 
cavations of 1955-56, evidence of the ex- 
istence of this town in the days of the 
kings of the Bible was brought forth 
in the discovery of clear-cut Moabite 
levels varying from five to ten feet in 
thickness, and the unearthing of the 
foundations of a Moabite building con- 
taining an incense stand and other ob- 
jects that suggest a sanctuary. A season 
was planned for 1957 by Professor Wil- 
liam Morton, former director of the 
American Schools of Oriental Research, 
but the failure of the American State 
Department to lift the restriction on 
travel until April 1, 1957, precluded the 
1957 excavation. 

Dothan 


HIS writer and Mrs. Free and our 
staff carried on excavations at 
Dothan, sixty miles north of Jerusalem, 
from 1953 to 1956. These discoveries 
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showed that Dothan began about 5,000 
years ago (3000 B.C.) and had a fairly 
continuous existence until about 700 
B.C. No specific evidence has yet been 
found of a town from 600 to 300 B.C., 
but, beginning with the general period 
of Alexander the Great (333 B.C.), 
there was a Hellenistic town there. 
Also evidences of Roman times are fre- 
quently found in the upper level of the 
mound. In 1956, the latest period yet 
discovered with any abundance of evi- 
dence was the medieval period of about 
A.D. 1200, in the general period of the 
Crusades. On the highest part of the 
top of the mound we found a large 
building built around a courtyard, sur- 
rounded by twenty-five rooms. Five 
other depressions adjoining appear also 
to be cofirtyards, and if each of them 
had twenty-five rooms, there is the pos- 
sibility that further excavation may 
yield a local medieval palace with as 
many as 150 rooms. Six of the twenty- 
five rooms which were excavated con- 
tained bread ovens, showing that size- 
able quantities of food were produced 
for the palace retainers and soldiers. 
One room yielded more than two dozen 
twisted glass bracelets, attesting to the 
presence of ladies in that area. 

In the other main area excavated in 
1956, we uncovered more of a street 
which is lined on each side with the 
walls of buildings. Now we have some 
110 feet of “Wall Street” uncovered, 
and: in future seasons, hope to follow it 
further. Wall Street was in use in the 
days of Elisha, who was living at Dothan 
when the king of Syria sought to cap- 
ture him (2 Kings 6). We had planned 
our fifth season of excavating at Dothan 
for the spring of 1957, and were sched- 
uled to sail from New York on March 6, 
1957, with our tour group and exca- 
vation staff. However, the United States 
State Department did not lift the re- 
striction on travel until April 1, 1957, 
and hence we could not sail on March 
6. This necessitated the postponement 
of the 1957 tour and excavation until 
the spring of 1958. The next tour is 
now scheduled for March 12, 1958, and 
will be followed later by the fifth sea- 
son of excavation at Dothan. 


Gibeon 

URING the summers of 1956 and 

1957, excavations were carried on 
at the site of ancient Biblical Gibeon, 
about eight miles north of Jerusalem, 
by Professor James Pritchard of the 
Church Divinity School of the Pacific. 
The Bible tells that the followers of 
the son of Saul and the followers of 
David met at a pool at Gibeon and pro- 
ceeded to battle against each other (2 
Sam, 2:12, 13). In the course of the 
excavation in 1956, an ancient pool 
nearly thirty-eight feet in diameter was 
uncovered, which could be dated by 
the pottery fragments found, to the 
period of the Kings of the Bible. Dur- 
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ing the 1957 excavation, work was con- 
tinued past the thirty-three-foot depth 
of the pool, and finally a narrower tun- 
nel was found, which ended in a reser- 
voir room eighty-two feet below the 
surface. Since the evidence dated this 
poo] to the period that included the days 
of David (about 1000 B.C.), it is en- 
tirely likely that it represents the pool 
where David’s men and the men of 
Saul’s son, Ish-bosheth, engaged in con- 
flict. 

Archaeology Conference 

HE Fall Archaeology Conference, 

sponsored by the Department of 
Archaeology at Wheaton College, was 
held in October, 1957. Professor Laird 
Harris of Covenant College and Semi- 
nary in St. Louis spoke on “The Dead 
Sea Scrolls and Their Relation to the 
Thirty-nine Books of the Old Testa- 
ment.” Dr. Harris dealt with the ques- 
tion of what light the Dead Sea Scrolls 
shed on the question often raised con- 
cerning what books belong in the Old 
Testament. The Dead Sea Scrolls add 
their witness to the internal and exter- 
nal evidence that indicates that the 
thirty-nine books which we have in the 
Old Testament are the ones that should 
be there. 

Dr. Dwight Young of Dallas Theolog- 
ical Seminary spoke on “Archaeological 
Light on the Bible from the Ras Shamra 
Tablets.” The Ras Shamra Tablets were 
discovered several years ago, when a 
farmer’s plow struck a buried slab of 
stone in Syria, to the north of Pales- 
tine. Digging disclosed a tunnel under 
the slab of stone, and subsequent exca- 
vation yielded hundreds of clay tablets 
dating from the general period of Moses 
(1500-1400 B.C.). These tablets have 
proved to yield light on many Biblical 
passages, and to illuminate individual 
verses and words that were sometimes 
puzzling to commentators. For exam- 
ple, in the Book of Joel (2:8), the word 
“sword” was supposed by certain critics 
to be a late word, and to be evidence 
along with other criteria for dating the 
Book of Joel several hundred years 
later than the internal evidence of the 
book and the conclusions of evangelical 
scholars would date it. From the Ras 
Shamra Tablets came decisive archae- 
ological evidence on the problem, for 
they showed the use of this word hun- 
dreds of years before the time of Joel, 
and demonstrated that Joel need not be 
dated late on the ground that this is 
a late word. 

Dr. Edwin Thiele of Berrien Springs, 
Mich., spoke on “Archaeological Solu- 
tions to Chronological Problems in the 
Bible: the Period of the Kings.” Dr. 
Thiele wrote his Ph.D, thesis at the 
University of Chicago on the chronol- 
ogy of the kings of the Bible; his work 
showed that the Biblical record har- 
monized at point after point where cer- 
tain critics had formerly maintained 
that the record was hopeless. | 
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At the Fellowship Supper of the 
Achaeology Conference, Dr. William 
Morton, former director of the Ameri- 
can School of Oriental Research in 
Jerusalem, spoke on “Archaeological 
Adventures in Palestine,” and _ this 
writer spoke on “The Current Political 
Situation in Palestine.” 

At the evening meeting, Dr. Morton 
gave an illustrated lecture on “Archae- 
ological Excavations at the Moabite 
Town of Dibon and Other Archaeologi- 
cal News.” Dr. Morton was on the staff 
at Dibon part of the time, and also 
directed the work in recent years. 

SunDAY ScHoot Times readers are 
most welcome at these Archaeology 
Conferences at Wheaton, which are held 
every fall, and, in the event this writer 
is not in Palestine, also in the spring. 


Bible Lands Tours and Foreign Travel 


FULL program of tours to the Bible 

Lands, as well as separate tours 
to Europe, Scandinavia, and South 
America, are scheduled for 1958 by the 
Wheaton Tour organization. The first 
scheduled to leave is the Wheaton 
Spring Bible Lands Cruise, sailing on 
March 12 on the large American ex- 
press liner of the American Export 
Line, the S.S. Constitution. The trip will 
last six weeks and will include three 
weeks in the Bible Lands of the Near 
East, with ten days in and around Jeru- 
salem. There will be visits to all the 
significant Biblical cities, including Je- 
rusalem, Bethlehem, Jericho, Hebron, 
Bethel, Shechem, Dothan, and many 
other sites of Biblical importance. This 
tour is under the personal direction of 
the writer and Mrs. Free. 

On July 2, the Summer Bible Lands 
Cruise is scheduled to sail from New 
York under the leadership of Dr, and 
Mrs, John Fadenrecht. Dr. Fadenrecht 
is the Dean of Wheaton College and, 
in earlier years, was the director of 
teacher training at Wheaton. The Sum- 
mer Bible Lands Cruise will follow the 
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same inclusive itinerary as the spring 
trip, and will also provide European 
extension tours on the return trip. 
The Wheaton European Tour will sail 
July 11, under the leadership of Dr. and 
Mrs. Fred Gerstung. Dr. Gerstung lived 
in Germany and Frante in his earlier 
days, received his education in America, 
and, for many years, has directed the 
course of German majors at Wheaton 
College. Two years ago, Dr. Gerstung 
spent the summer in Europe, with ex- 
tended visits and study in France and 
Germany. The Summer European Tour 
includes France, England, Denmark, 
Sweden, Norway, Germany, Switzer- 
land, and Italy, and lasts fifty days. 


The Wheaton South American Tour 
departs in July under the leadership 
of Professor and Mrs. Louis Rasera. 
Professor Rasera was born in South 
America, received his education in New 
York, and for a number of years taught 
in National Bible Institute. For twelve 
years he has taught Spanish at Wheaton 
College and directs the work of Spanish 
majors. Dr. Rasera has an intimate 
knowledge of Spanish-American people 
and literature, The tour includes Puerto 


Rico, Brazil, Uruguay, Chile, Bolivia, 
Peru, Ecuador, and Panama, with an 
eption for Bogota, Colombia. In addi- 


tion to the regular outstanding scenic 
sights of South America, the tour will 
include many visits to mission stations 
and mission works, including radio sta- 
tion HCJB. The trip will include twen- 
ty-eight days of travel and sightseeing 
in South America, with opportunity to 
stay as much longer as one wishes, 

Bulletins are available on each of 
these tours. One may write to Dr. 
Joseph Free, director of Wheaton Tours, 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, IIl., specify- 
ing the tours for which bulletins are 
desired. The tour groups are regularly 
made up of Christians of all ages from 
all parts of America. 
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The Gospel in the Christmas —_ 


An object lesson on the name of Jesus 
* 


PECIAL occasions seem to present 

the greatest difficulty for presenting 
the Gospel for teen-agers in a new and 
different way so that they may be cap- 
tured by the “Old, Old Story of Jesus 
and His Love.” 

Why not present the Christmas story 
by using a large star? This may be 
done in one of two ways: 

1. Cut a large five-pointed star from 
cardboard, removing the center portion, 
and cover the star with clear white 
cellophane. Attach one letter of the 
word “Jesus” to each point, and light 
up the star, using in turn a white, a 


By JEAN I. MATHIESON 


red, and a green electric bulb as the 
message progresses, 

2. Prepare three separate stars covered 
with cellophane paper—a white one, a 
red one, and a green one, Attach letters 
of the word “Jesus” to all three stars. 
In this method it is not necessary to use 
colored lights. This makes the lesson 
practical for anyone. 

Begin by using the white star lighted 
or unlighted according to which method 
you are using. 

At this season of the year we are all 
thinking of Christmas (point to the let- 

(Continued on page 937) 
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Internatio nal Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 11. DECEMBER 15. CHRISTIAN JOY 


Philippians 4; printed text, verses 1-13 
Golden Text.—But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.—Phil. 4:19 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Phil. 4:1 Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and 
longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my 
dearly beloved. 

21 beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be 
of the same mind in the Lord. 

3 And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those 
women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement 
also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are 
in the book of life. e 

4 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. 

5 Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord 
is at hand. 

6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God. 

7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus, 

8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatso- 
ever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, what- 
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soever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, what- 
soever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, think on these things. 

9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, 
and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall 
be with you. 

10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the 
last your care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were 
also careful, but ye lacked opportunity. 

11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, 
in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 

12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both 
to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 
need. 

13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth 
me. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

TRIFE among God’s people is al- 
.) ways bad, but when it breaks out 

between two notable Christians 
who have played a large part in the 
work of the church it becomes increas- 
ingly tragic. Such was the case with 
Euodia and Syntyche. They had been 
fellow laborers with Paul in the Gospel, 
standing solidly with him when the go- 
ing was tough, and now they were hav- 
ing a private squabble which was be- 


coming a veritable scandal in the 
church. 
Some commentators believe “that 


Paul’s chief purpose in writing the 
Letter to the Philippians was to deal 
with this situation. It is true that he 
hints at it in several places. The open- 
ing verses of chapter 2 are a call to 
unity of mind in the church. In 3:15 he 
indicates that God is able to make 
known His will to those who are of 
contrary mind, and so bring peace. 
Then in 4:2 Paul names the women 
whose behavior is belying their high 
profession and calls upon them to settle 
affairs between them. 

While the Letter is first of all a 
thank-you note for the gift sent through 
Epaphroditus, we can discern these bur- 
dens that were on Paul’s heart for the 
Philippian church, and he deals with 
these situations with consummate grace 
and wisdom. 


So we have in this little treasure 


chest a gem of personal testimony in 


the first chapter, a gem of Christology 
in the second, a gem of spiritual vision 
in the third, and a gem of practical 
counsel in the fourth. 


Verse by Verse 

Phil. 4:1.—“. . dearly beloved and 
longed for, my joy and crown ° 
stand fast in the Lord ...” Paul’s af- 
fection for the Philippian Christians is 
notable. Compare 1 Thessalonians 2:19. 
The “crown” here refers to the wreath 
of triumph, not a royal diadem. 

Verse 2.—“. . . Euodias, and . . . Syn- 
tyche .. . be of the same mind in the 
Lord.” Euodia (not Euodias, which is 
a masculine name) means “good way,” 
or “prosperous journey.” Syntyche 
means “fortunate.” The names suggest 
well-to-do women, but there had been 
a rift between them. 

Verse 3.—“. . . true yokefellow, help 
those women... laboured with me... 
Clement also. . . fellowlabourers, whose 
names are in the book of life.” We do 
not know who was the “yokefellow.” 
Certainly it was not Paul’s wife, as some 
have suggested, for the adjective is 
masculine. Some have tried to identify 
Clement here with the Clement who 
became bishop of Rome—a possibility. 
“Book of life” is a term used frequently 
in Revelation (3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 
21:27). 

Verse 4.—“Rejoice in the Lord aiway 

.” See 2:18; 3:1. A constant refrain 
of the apostle. 

Verse 5.—“. . . moderation . . . The 
Lord is at hand.” Moderation here ,is 
rather a yielding spirit, not in a weak 


sense, but for the Lord’s sake, remem- 
bering that the Lord is ever present to 
maintain our cause. 

Verse 6.—“Be careful for nothing , .. 
in every thing by prayer and suppli- 


cation with thanksgiving known 
unto God.” “Careful” here means 
“anxious.” The word for prayer is the 


general term embracing our whole ap- 
proach to God. Supplication is specific, 
the act of asking, begging. 

Verse 7.—“‘And the peace of God... 
shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.” The peace of 
God is not the same as peace with God. 
Peace with God is through the blood of 
Christ. The peace of God is inwrought 
by the Holy Spirit. The keeping here 


is suggestive of a sentinel standing 
guard. 

Verse 8.—“. . .*whatsoever things are 
true... honest... just... pure... 
lovely ... of gOod report ... think on 
these things.” The verb translated 
“think” has to do with accounting. 


These are the things that are assets to 
a man’s mind, elevating and ennobling 
him. If we put value on the opposite 
kind of thoughts, they will drag us 
down. 

Verse 9.—“,. . . ye have both learned, 
and received, and heard, and seen in 
me ... the God of peace...” Paul 
demonstrated in his life what he taught 
with his lips, See the progress from 
“the peace of God” (v. 7) to “the God 
of peace.” 

Verse 10.—*“. . . your care of me hath 
flourished again lacked opportu- 
nity.” This revival of thought was con- 
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cerning Paul’s material needs. When 
Paul was on the go, it was difficult to 
reach him, but when he was settled for 
some length of time they could send 
their gifts, 

Verse 11.—“. I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am ,.. to be con- 
tent.” Paul was not pleading poverty 
in order to stir up sympathy and secure 


big offerings! Spiritual state is more 
important than material condition, so 
he was more concerned to have the 
virtue of contentment than to have ma- 
terial abundance. 

Verse 12.—*. . . how to be abased ... 
abound ,.. to be full and to be hungry 


... For “everywhere” read “in every- 
thing.” This strange combination of 
singular and plural would seem to point 
first to each detail of his circumstances 


and then to all of them seen together . 


and constituting his present condition. 

Verse 13.—‘. . . all things through 
Christ . . .” The sense here is, “I am 
capable of all things by abiding in Him 
who inwardly strengthens me.” 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It seems part of our fallen human 
nature to quarrel. Even after regen- 
eration that old nature is still with us, 
and unless we are truly in the control 
of the Holy Spirit the old propensity 
will spring into manifestation. Here 
were two women in the Philippian 
church, Euodia and Syntyche, of whose 
salvation the Apostle Paul stood in no 
doubt. They were “in the Lord.” Their 
names, with other fellow workers of the 
apostle, were in the Book of Life. They 
had given notable service, supporting 
the ministry in days of difficulty—but 
they quarreled! 

Paul, saddened by the report, takes 
steps to right the wrong. First there 
is an earnest personal appeal to the 
women themselves to “be of the same 
mind in the Lord,” which does not mean 
that they would necessarily come to the 
same opinion, but that they would agree 
to commit the whole matter to the judg- 
ment and overruling of the Lord, with 
a determination that they would allow 
no difference of outlook to mar their 
fellowship. 

His second step was an appeal to 
some of the spiritual members of the 
church to help Euodia and Syntyche to 
resolve their differences. 

The third step was an appeal to all 
to cultivate a spirit of yielding, of sub- 
mission to one another, acknowledging 
the Lord’s presence among them as the 
judge of all matters, and the one who 
would ever support the right. 

It is when two Christians refuse to 
budge a hair’s breadth that differences 
develop into divisions. 

It seems part of our fallen human 
nature to worry, and even born-again 
ones are apt to carry over this bent 
to worry into the Christian life. But 
there is a better way. God’s intention 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8.—That I May Know 


10. December ‘ 
Philippians 3; 2:25-29; 4:18 


Christ 
Next Week's Lesson 


12. December 22.—Christ in the Like- 
ness of Men. Philippians 2; Luke 2:8-20 








is that His own peace, deep and perfect, 
should stand guard over the thoughts 
and hearts of His people to drive away 
the enemy of anxiety. The apostle tells 
us how this provision may become our 


experience. To paraphrase it in the 
words of G. H. Knight, “Be anxious 
about nothing; be prayerful about 


everything; be thankful for anything.” 
So long as we keep praying and giving 
thanks there wil] be little room left for 
worry. 

It seems part of our fallen human 
nature to indulge evil thoughts. Our 
Lord indicated that evil thoughts are 
one of those things which proceed out 
of the heart of man (Mark 7:21), but 
even Christians can be guilty of har- 
boring evil thoughts, low, mean, im- 
pure thoughts, thoughts of selfishness 
and greed, thoughts of envy and re- 
venge. 

There is “a more excellent way.” In- 
stead of lending our mind to such in- 
iquitous thoughts, it is our privilege to 
hand it over to the Holy Spirit for com- 
mittal to the cross, that in place of evil 
thoughts there may be the mind of 
Christ. Then the category of thoughts 
will be of a different order—true, noble, 
pure, commendable, virtuous. 


May the mind of Christ my Saviour 
Live in me from day to day, 
By His love and pow’r controlling 
All I do and say. 
—Katie B. Wilkinson. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. oy Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT was Paul’s attitude toward 
the Philippian believers? 
2. What two notes seem to run through 
this Letter, recurring again and again? 
3. What two women 
their differences in 
Philippi? 
4. How did Paul regard these women? 


were pressing 
the church at 


5. How did Paul seek to compose 
their differences? 
6. What does “moderation” mean in 


verse 5 of our lesson? 

7. What is Paul’s antidote for worry? 

8. What three steps in the life of 
peace do we learn from the Apostle 
Paul? 

9. How had the Philippians’ care of 
Paul flourished again? 

10. What great secret had Paul 
learned with respect to much or little? 


(Answers on page 935) 
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It seems that part of our fallen hu- 
man nature is to be discontented. If we 
have little, we want much. If we have 
much, we want more. This is far too 
often carried over into the Christian 
life. Too many Christians are like the 
insatiable objects described in Proverbs 
which continually cry—More! More! 
(Prov. 30:15, 16.) Now if the object of 
our desire is Jesus Christ, that we “may 
know him, and the power of his resur- 
rection, and the fellowship of his suffer- 
ings, being made conformable unto his 
death,” this is a blessed hunger, but if 
our craving is after the things of this 
present world, for the satisfaction of 
the flesh, we are lacking in Christian 
virtue. We need to learn the secret that 
Paul had learned, “in whatsoever state 
I am, therewith to be content” (Phil 
4:11). Admittedly this is one of the 
hardest lessons to learn. We cannot 
produce such contentment in ourselves, 
or by our own self-discipline, but with 
Paul we can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth us, even be- 
ing content with want. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. How to live with each other—in peace 


(Phil, 4:1-3) 

2. How to live with God—in prayer (vs. 
4-7) 

3. How to live with ourselves—in right 
thinking (vs, 8, 9) 

4. How to live with circumstances—in 


contentment (vs. 10-13) 


Topics for Development 

The Pocket With the Hole. F. W. 
Boreham in his “Crystal Pointers” tells 
of the happy soul whose home is the 
sOther End of Nowhere. He has two 
pockets. One has a hole in it and the 
other is carefully watched that no hole 
develops in it. Everything that he hears 
of a hurtful nature, insult, cutting re- 
mark, gossip, unclean suggestion, or any 
such thing, he writes on a piece of paper 
and sticks it into his pocket with the 
hole. Everything which he hears that 
is kind, and true, and helpful, he writes 
on a piece of paper and puts in his 
pocket without the hole. At night he 
turns out all that is in the pocket with- 
out the hole, goes over all that he had 
put into it during the day and thor- 
oughly enjoys ali the good things that 
have come his way that day. Then he 
sticks his hand into the pocket with 
the hole and finds nothing there, so he 
laughs and rejoices that there are no 
evil things to rehearse. Too many of 
us reverse the order, putting the evil 
things in the pocket without the hole 
so that we can mull over them again 
and again, and the good things in the 
pocket with the hole so that they are 
quickly forgotten. Paul’s way of put- 
ting it is “whatsoever things are true 
... think on these things” (v. 8). 

Want and Supply. Paul writes to the 
Philippians—“my God shall supply all 
your need according to his riches in 
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glory by Christ Jesus” (4:19). But who 
wrote that?—The man who has just 
said, “I know both how to be abased, 
and I know how to abound: every 
where and in all things I am instructed 
both to be full and to be hungry, both 
to abound and to suffer need.” There 
is no contradiction. We are apt to in- 
terpret verse 19 as referring entirely to 
our material wants. No doubt they are 
in view, but sometimes we have a need 
that can be met only by want. One of 
the rarest of the virtues is content- 
ment, and sometimes it is only through 
want that we learn contentment, 


Practical Applications 

“Stand fast in the Lord.” You will 
find it exceedingly difficult to stand fast 
any other way. There are so many 
forces to carry us out of the course 
(v. 1). 

“Be of the same mind in the Lord.” 
You will find it exceedingly difficult to 
be of the same mind any other way. 
Only in the Lord can diverse minds 
have a true meeting place (v. 2). 

“Rejoice in the Lord alway.” You 
will find it exceedingly difficult to re- 
joice alway except in the Lord. There 
are so many joy killers in this world 
(v. 4). 

God hates carelessness, and He also 
hates worry. It is one thing to be care- 
ful in the sense of diligence and accu- 
racy—that is a virtue. It is something 
else to be careful in the sense of being 
fretful and anxious (v. 6). 

Watch your thoughts, and your con- 
versation will take care of itself (v. 8). 

If you are an exhorter, see that you 
are also a demonstrator (v. 9). 


Golden Text 

Phil. 4:19.—*“, .. my God .. , all your 
need ... his riches ... by Christ Jesus.” 
This verse is usually made to stand by 
itself, but its relationsn is very im- 
portant. To whom is .’aul undertaking 
to make this promise? To those who 
have made sacrificial efforts to supply 
his need. God would not be their 
debtor but, in face of their glad giving 
to the work of the Gospel, as carried 
out by the Apostle Paul, would remem- 
ber their need. Nor should this be con- 
fined to material need, but the whole 
range of need in the life of a Christian. 
All shall be provided out of God’s store- 
house of grace, 

ELMHURST, ILL. 
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Jesus Christ made it an explicit com- 
mand, binding upon His disciples that 
they should love one another. We can- 
not love merely because we are told to. 
But He commanded it because He made 
it possible, and He gives us His love so 
generously that those who receive His 
love are made loving by His gift—John 
MacBeath, D.D., in Keswick Calendar. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HyMNS 
“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” 
“When We Walk With the Lord” 

“Out in the Highways and Byways of Life 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Heavenly Father, whose goodness 
appears in Thy good gifts to men, we 
thank Thee for Thy loving generosity 
and pray to be like Thee in this. Make 
us both joyful and generous Christians 
such as the Philippians were of whom 
we study today. Bless this lesson to 
us and to all who ponder it this day. 
Revive the love of Christians for their 
Lord and for the needy brethren. Show 
us the wise way of relieving men’s need 
in body and soul. Guide the rulers of 
the nations to just and peaceable set- 
tlement of their disputes. Bless the 
preaching of the Gospel in all lands 
with many conversions and a healthy 
growth of the Christian church. Grant 
special mercy to the sick, the lonely, 
the oppressed, and the sorrowing. Bring 
sinners to repent, recover the back- 
slidden, and make faithful Christians 
more Christlike. Forgive us our sins 
and direct our way in the right path, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Our Golden Text 
today is a promise of God’s Word we 
all should know and understand: “My 
God shall supply all your need accord- 
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ing to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). Paul’s friends in 
Philippi had sent him a generous gift 
toward his support as a missionary. He 
thanks them warmly for it here and 
gives them this promise that God will 
meet all their need. They had con- 
cerned themselves about his needs; God 
would concern Himself about theirs. If 
some had given more generously than 
they could seem to afford, God would 
make it up, would meet their needs. 
Many only give what they can easily 
spare. Here is a promise for people 
whose loving concern moves them to 
give even to the pinch of need. They 
are assured God will meet their need. 
Many years ago when sermons ran 
from one to two hours in length, a 
famous preacher had to give a sermon 
appealing for funds to aid the poor. He 
had been criticized for preaching too 
lengthy sermons, so he decided this 
should be a short one. His text was, 
“He that hath pity upon the poor lend- 
eth unto the'Lord; and that which he 
hath given will he pay him again” 
(Prov. 19:17). His sermon was: “If you 
like the security, down with the cash.” 
Only one sentence, but it drove home 
the point of the text. Could any loan 
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be more secure, more sure of being 
repaid with interest, than the loan God 
undertakes to repay? So both Old and 
New Testaments tell us God will be 
responsible for the needs of people who 
give generously to meet the needs of 
others. With such promises in God's 
Word, let no one be a stingy giver. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Therefore, my brethren dearly be- 
loved and longed for...” (Phil. 4:1). 
—How deeply the apostle loved the dear 
saints at Philippi! 

I knew an unsaved woman who, 
though she knew that her brother in 
the flesh loved her, sharply reproved 
him for what she discerned to be a 
deeper love manifested toward Chris- 
tians. Not until she became the Lord’s 
did she understand how such a thing 
could be. 


“.. my joy and crown, so stand fast 
in the Lord.. .” (Phil. 4:1).—‘Nearly 
all Paul’s ‘therefores’ and ‘wherefores’ 
are spoken on the heights of the be- 
liever’s inheritance in Christ” (Dr. 
Jowett). And this one is not an excep- 
tion. Paul had just mentioned the re- 
turn of the Lord (3:20, 21); then en- 
joined those who constituted his joy 
and crown to “stand fast in the Lord.” 

Believers are not to be at a standstill 
in things pertaining to their Lord. They 
are to “stand fast’—in other words, to 
get a good foothold, not in some “ism,” 
but in the Lord, 

I read of a bat boy in one of the big 
leagues who had the moral courage to 
suggest graciously to a prominent ball 
player that he change his stance while 
batting, if he wished to improve his bat- 
ting record. The player was humble 
enough to heed the suggestion, and his 
record greatly improved. Our stance 
in the Lord, so to speak, is the secret 
of a successful record, 


“I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syn- 
tyche .” (Phil. 4:2).—It has not 
pleased the Spirit to reveal just what 
caused the trouble between these two 
prominent and devoted women. 

Dr. Robertson says: “A slight breeze 
would cause trouble in so noble a 
church, I know of a lovely woman who 
took umbrage because a dear friend 
failed to speak on meeting her in the 
street. But the guilty woman was near- 
sighted and did not see her friend!” 


“And I intreat thee also, true yoke- 
fellow, help those women .. .” (Phil. 
4:3).—The yokefellow may have been 
Epaphroditus; but whoever he was, he 
was intreated to help—not rebuke those 


women. 
Here is a hint as to how we can be 
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Lesson for December 15 


(1 Cor, 12:28) in the church. 
help believers to solve their 
problems. “Be peacemakers, not peace 
breakers,” as one has put it. Help 
others to agree! 


“helps” 
We can 


” 


“Rejoice in the Lord alway 
(Phil. 4:4).—It is grand to repent, to 
believe, to love, to worship, to pray, to 
serve; but we must also rejoice. We 
cannot always rejoice in our circum- 
stances. We cannot always rejoice in 
one another; but we can rejoice in the 
Lord always. He is “altogether lovely.” 
He changes not. 

“For Paul there was no other joy 
than joy in the Lord. In Him he lived, 
in Him he walked, in Him he wrought, 
in Him he loved, and how could he re- 
joice but in Him who was his all?” (J. 
F. Holcomb.) 

There are books in my library con- 
taining many thousands of quotations; 
but I have resorted to them in vain for 
a single quotation on the subject of 
“rejoicing.” It strikes me that a good 
question for each Christian to ask is, 
“Has anyone ever found me rejoicing 
in the Lord?” 


“Let your moderation be known unto 
all men...” (Phil. 4:5).—What a mean- 
ingful word the original for “modera- 
tion” must be! It has been translated 
as “yieldedness,” “consideration,” “for- 
bearance,” and “gentleness.” Matthew 
Arnold has done well in summing up 
the various words and coining the ex- 
pression, “sweet reasonableness.” 

Never should a Christian give just 
cause to a person to exclaim, “He—or 
she—is the most unreasonable person I 
have ever dealt with!” While being as 
firm as a rock in refusing to yield to 
evil and error, one can be sweetly rea- 
sonable about things pertaining to per- 
sonal feeling or interest. 

“The Lord is at hand” (Phil. 4:5).— 
Here the thought is not altogether that 
of the Lord’s return, as it is in 3:20. 
It is the fact of His nearness to us—His 
presence. He is the silent listener to 
every conversation, the observer of 
every deed (Psa, 119:151; 145:18). Cer- 
tainly He will come again, but He is 
also near us and with us “all the days.” 


“Be careful for nothing , .. let your 
requests be made known unto God” 
(Phil. 4:6).—Some Christian is ready to 
ask, “How can I rejoice in the Lord 
alway, when care is such a kill-joy and 
my life is filled with it?” Here is the 
answer, “By being careful for nothing, 
prayerful for everything, and thankful 
for anything.” It is then that the peace 
of God garrisons the heart and thoughts. 

That is the time, too, when one will 
be thinking on things which are true, 
honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good 
report, 


“But my God shall supply all your 
need ...” (Phil. 4:19).—Generally this 
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verse is sent to preachers and mission- 
aries, whereas it was sent by a preacher- 
missionary to those who had ministered 
to him of their substance! 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we are coming up into 

the pilothouse of a great ocean liner 
to take a look at the brains of a ship. 
Confined there in no larger space than 
a baseball cap is the motivating power 
that guides that mammoth vessel across 
the seas to its desired port. Several 
thousand passengers and crew and 
priceless cargo are borne swiftly along 
without contributing to the direction of 
one inch of the voyage. It is the pilot’s 
power to think that keeps the ship true 
upon its scheduled course. 

In the fourth chapter of Paul’s Letter 
to the Philippians he is describing 
the peaceful and happy voyage of a 
true Christian over life’s tempestuous 
sea to the desired haven, and he lays 
special emphasis on the comfort and 
contentment—yes, even the joy of the 
trip. Paul knew that any life voyage is 
apt to meet with storms along the way, 
but he welcomed hardships and perse- 
cutions because they made him the more 
conscious of the presence and the com- 
panionship of the Master Pilot, his Lord. 
So he challenges the Philippians to 
think (vy. 8). 

In Proverbs 23:6, 7, we read: “Eat 
thou not the bread of him that hath 
an evil eye, neither desire thou his 
dainty meats: for as he thinketh in his 
heart, so is he.” You are what you like 
to think about! Thus Paul] teaches that 
if you want to have peace of mind, 
think on the things which make for 
truth, for honesty, for justice, for pur- 
ity, for loveliness, and of good report. 
“If there be any virtue, and if there 
be any praise, think on these things.” 

When a fellow lets his mind dwell 
upon dirtiness and impurities (such as 
may be seen in some magazines) he 
becomes a dirty and impure fellow; 
and that never brought any fellow any- 
thing but disappointment and unhappi- 
ness. It often leads to becoming a dere- 
lict on the sea of life—not only a wreck 
but a menace to other voyagers, for “as 
he thinketh in his heart, so is he.” I 
have sometimes wondered about the 
use of the word “heart,” because one 
really thinks in his mind—or his brain, 
if you please—but now I think I see. 
Some evil thoughts crowd themselves 
upon you suddenly, unsolicited, un- 
wanted, and you try to push them away. 
But when you embrace them and will- 
ingly entertain them—then you are 
thinking with the heart! Ah, yes, “as 
he thinketh in his heart, so is he.” 

Evil thinking is deadly poisOn, and 
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poisoning calls for an antidote. Paul 
supplies that antidote in verse eight of 
this fourth chapter, which, accom- 
panied by the transforming power of 
Jesus Christ, insures a happy voyage 
and a happy landing. 

WEAVERVILLE, N, C, 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning we will all sing the 
first verse of the song, “Our Hands,” 
then Judy will teach us the second 
verse. Next, let us start learning Ephe- 
sians 4:28, “Let him that stole steal no 
more: but rather let him labour, work- 
ing with his hands the thing which is 
good, that he may have to give to him 
that needeth.” We will finish learning 
this verse next Sunday, if the Lord will. 
We learned last week that Paul’s 
great ambition was to know Christ. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Though he knew Jesus as Saviour, he 
longed to know Him better, 

A princess was once given the present 
of a large silver egg. On opening it, 
she found it contained a golden ball. 
This also opened ant inside was a 
golden chick! One day she discovered 
that the chick opened, and inside was 
a tiny gold crown studded with jewels! 
The center of that also opened, display- 
ing a costly diamond ring. What had 
appeared to be just a silver egg, proved 
to be worth a fortune! 

That princess, finding one jewel after 
another in the silver egg, is like what 
the growing Christian finds in his Sav- 
iour. When he first believed that Jesus 
died for him, he loved him, but he had 
little idea of what a wonderful Friend 
he had found. The Lord Jesus is so un- 
derstanding, so tender, so infinitely gra- 
cious that the Christian who prays, 
then reads and obeys the Bible, will 
find increasing joy in his Lord all the 
days of his life. It was this joy that 
kept the Apostle Paul happy in all cir- 
cumstances. The Book of Philippians, 
which we are now studying, has only 
four chapters, yet it speaks of joy six 
times and of rejoicing ten times. 

Read Philippians 4:1 to see who Paul 
calls his joy. (The Philippians.) Yes, 
for he had brought them to the Saviour 
years before. He loved them dearly 
and was very happy when he heard that 
they were following the Lord. Verse 2 
tells of two women who must have been 
disagreeing. Paul begs them to agree 
in the Lord, I feel sure that they did 
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after this Epistle was read in their 
church, and that their joy then in- 
creased, 

In verse 3 Paul asks for help for 
women who had done what? (Labored 
with him in the Gospel.) Yes. These 
women knew that their names were 
written in the Book of Life, and so they 
found joy in trying to get others saved, 
too. 

In verse 4 Paul gives a command twice. 
What is it? (Rejoice in the Lord.) 
That is something we can always do, 
if we are learning to know Him better. 
We sometimes have unpleasant experi- 
ences in life, but if we have Christ, we 
have a treasure so precious that we 
can always be happy in Him, 

Read verses 5-7. Why are we told to 
exercise moderation or _ self-control? 
(Because the Lord is at hand.) Then 
we are told not to worry, but to pray. 
What will we have if we do this? (God’s 
peace in our hearts.) 

Verse 8 tells us what to think about. 
Let us write these eight things on the 
board to impress them on our minds. 
Such thoughts will turn our minds to 
Christ, and will bring us joy. 

Now read verse 9. Doing what we 
have learned from God’s Word will 
make us happy. 

Verses 10-12 tell some of the hard- 
ships Paul endured for Christ’s sake. 
He had been so poor that he was hun- 
gry. The Philippians, though poor them- 
selves, had sent him needed things by 
Epaphroditus. Paul had been abased, 
or humiliated, again and again, but he 
was still happy. 

See the confidence he expresses in 
the Lord (v. 13). Could anyone who 
could say that be unhappy? 

My roommate at college once said to 
me, “I believe you are happy in your 
religion, but I’m happy, too, and I don’t 
bother about religion.” I answered, 
“My happiness is built on the Rock, 
but yours is on sand. You are happy 
because you have good health, a career, 
and friends. I enjoy those things, too, 
but if I lost them, I would still have 
joy in Christ. She had no answer to 
that. 

Once a professor of science was giving 
an evening lecture on X ray. He said, 
among other things, that the X ray 
shows the difference between real dia- 
monds and imitation ones. Several ladies 
in the room were wearing diamonds 
and all appeared equally beautiful, The 
professor lowered the lights in the room 
and then turned the X ray on the dia- 
monds. Under that light the imitation 
ones had no luster at all, but the real 
ones flashed even more brilliantly. 





During this quarter and the next we will use 
the Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct 
Toward Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, “The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three helps 
are ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for $1, 
postpaid. 
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The joy the world gives is like the 
imitation diamonds, but the joy of the 
Christian grows increasingly as he finds 
out more and more what a wonderful 
Saviour he has! 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Let Us Be Joyful! (Phil. 4:4, 6-9) 


NCLUDE bells among the Christmas 

decoration. Use the song, “You May 
Have the Joy-Bells Ringing in Your 
Heart.” Would you like to know how 
always to be happy? Outline a heart 
as large as the blackboard allows, and 
write at the top, “How To Be Happy,” 
using chalk of Christmas colors. 

Rule 1, (Write this and the following 
rules in the heart on the board.) Know 
the Lord. You cannot be happy for 
very long—even at Christmas—with all 
your sins following you around! Just 
think of all the times you have been 
disobedient this last week or saucy or 
proud or selfish or lazy or mean or 
grouchy! How can we get rid of all 
these things that make us fee] unhappy? 
When we have taken Jesus for our Sav- 
iour, what happy things come to make 
us glad? (Forgiveness, eternal life, a 
Father who cares, love, and the like. 
If the blackboard is large enough, list 
these joys and others that salvation 
brings. Read Phil. 4:4, the Memory 
Verse.) Like the prison warden in 
Philippi (Acts 16:34). 

Rule 2. Don’t worry—pray and thank. 
What do you worry about? School les- 
sons, Mother sick, Father out of work, 
atom bombs? (Phil. 4:6, 7. This may 
be paraphrased: Do not worry about 
anything, but pray and ask God for 
what you need, and thank Him for what 
you have. Then God’s peace, so won- 
erful it cannot be understood, will pro- 
tect your hearts and thoughts in Christ 
Jesus.) Your mind filled with God’s 
peace will drive away all worry, and 
you will be calm and happy even in 
trouble. Like Paul and Silas in Philippi 
(Acts 16:25). 

Rule 3. Think good thoughts. Why 
are we happy at Christmas time? Is 
it because we are thinking about good 
things, our Saviour’s coming, gifts we 
can give, the things we may get? Here 
are happy things to think of (Phil. 4:8. 
If there is room, list them), 

Rule 4. Follow a good example. Some 
boys follow the rest of the gang, and 
get into trouble. Then they are not 
happy. Some follow their dads, The 
Bible says to follow the best Christian 
teaching and example you know (Phil. 
4:9). Who was the best Christian the 
people in Philippi knew? Who is your 
hero? [Teachers, here we ought to take 




































Lesson for December 15 


a long look at ourselves, and weigh the 
probable effect of our example, as well 
as our words, on young lives. Are we 
following the example of Paul, who 
spared no weariness of body or exer- 
tion of mind in travel, preaching, teach- 
ing, letter-writing,, work, and daily life 
to influence others aright?] The best 
example of all is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The children may make booklets of 
these thoughts to give an elderly or 
sick friend. Cut three folded sheets 
of Christmas colors heart shape, hinged 
at the fold on one side. Use the black- 
board title on the cover, and put one 
rule on each of the inside hearts, with 
the Philippians reference. On the back 
of inside hearts one and three put the 
suggested lists; on the back of heart 
two, the word “peace”; on the back of 
heart four, “Paul.” Use the back cover 
for the donor’s Christmas greeting 

Simple words to familiar tunes often 
go far on playgrounds or school buses. 
This lesson developed the following to 
the chorus of “Jingle Bells.” 


Know the Lord! Know the Lord! 
Know Him through His Word. 
O what joy it is to live 
Trusting in the Lord! 
Prayer and thanks! Prayer and thanks! 
Do not be afraid. 
O what peace it is to live 
Trusting in the Lord! 
Think good thoughts! Think good 
thoughts! 
Think of what you've heard, 
O what joy it is to live 
Trust ng in the Lord! 
Follow Him, follow Him 
Of your own accord! 
O what joy it is to live 
Trusting in the Lord! 
Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 


By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ALE was visting Grandpa’s. (In his 
part of the country, Grandpa is 
always pronounced Grandpaw.) It 
was Christmas vacation, and for the 
last four Christmases, ever since the 
time he was three years old, he spent 
some of the time with his beloved 
grandparents. What wonderful times 
he had! He especially loved playing in 
the barn, climbing up into the haymow, 
rolling on the floor with Shep, the great 
big collie dog. One of the many things 
that Dale loved about Grandpa’s, was 
family worship. Of course they had 
family worship at home, but it was dif- 
ferent. Glenn, the baby, often spoiled 
things by crying at the wrong time. 
And, since there were five other chil- 
dren in Dale’s family, there was always 
a lot of excitement, (Dale, to be sure, 
helped make some of the excitement!) 
At Grandpa’s only the clock ticking 
on the shelf interrupted the quiet. Then 
because Dale was the only child there, 
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he got special attention. Even though 
he was quite grown up for his seven 
years, he liked being Grandpa’s boy, and 
sitting on Grandpa’s lap while listening 
to God’s Word. (They all knelt when 
it came time to pray.) 

Grandpa had read the last chapter of 
Philippians. “The beginning and the end- 
ing of letters,” Grandpa said, “are the 
most important parts of letters.” Dale 
knew that to be true. Had he not just 
that very day received a letter from his 
mother? Even now, as he thought about 
it, he remembered that he had read 
what she had said at the beginning 
about Tricks, their dog. And he had 
read the last sentence where Mother 
had told him to be sure to be a good 
boy and to obey Grandma and Grandpa. 
At the time, however, he had been too 
busy to read the middle part of the 
letter—the part, he knew, that would 
tell about what was going on at home. 
He would have to read the whole letter 
as soon as dishes were done, he decided. 

“You remember,” Grandpa _ con- 
tinued, “that the Apostle Paul was in 
prison in Rome, when he was writing 
to the Philippian Christians. He had 
every reason! in the world to be lonely 
and sad. Instead, his Letter sounds as 
if he were really quite happy. He told 
the Philippians that they, too, were to 
be happy. What do you suppose could 
make the Apostle Paul feel that way? 
It was because he knew that the Lord 
Jesus not only knew about his troubles, 
but that He was right there with Paul 
—right inside the jail. As a matter of 
fact, Paul was very much like the Lord 
Jesus. Let us look back in the Book 
of John and see how the Lord Jesus 
spoke on the very night that He was 
arrested, betrayed, denied, and lied 
about. As far as we know, He spoke 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 931) 

1. He had a very tender affection for 
them (Phil. 4:1). 

2. Rejoicing and unity. 

3. Euodia and Syntyche. 

4. As true Christians, whose labors 
in the Gospel he highly valued. 

5. First, by a personal appeal to the 
women themselves; second, by an ur- 
gent request to the Christian leaders 
of Philippi to help them; third, by a 
general exhortation to all. 

6. A spirit.of yieldedness, 

7. Prayer and thanksgiving (v, 6). 

8. (1) Peace with God (Rom. 5:1); 
(2) the peace of God guarding our 
hearts (Phil. 4:7); (3) the very pres- 
ence of the God of peace (v, 9). 

9. In sending him a gift by Epaphro- 
ditus to Rome (v. 18). 

10. To be content (v. 11). 
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more about joy and rejoicing that night 
than He did any other time while He 
was on earth. Imagine that!” Grandpa 
and Dale took turns reading some of the 
verses that told about that. (Teacher 
should read them to her pupils: John 
14:28; 15: 91; 16:20-22; 17:13.) 

“Christians’ have very much to make 
them happy—joyous,” Grandpa _ con- 
tinued. “The fact that they know that 
some day they will spend eternity in 
Heaven should make everyone happy 
all the time. Unfortunately, there are 
many Christians who are not happy. I 
think I know why. It is because they 
think about their troubles instead of 
thinking about the Lord Jesus. That is 
why Paul had to write to the Philip- 
pians (and to us!) and command, ‘Re- 
joice in the Lord alway: and again I 
say, Rejoice’ (Phil. 4:4). We are not 
only to rejoice in gifts that we receive, 
in successes that we have, or because 
we have friends. We are to rejoice in 
the Lord Jesus. He is always with us. 

“Prisoner Paul told the Philippians 
they were not to be worried about any- 
thing—not even marks in school, Dale. 
They were to do the best they could, 
with God's help, praying, thanking God 
for everything, and telling God what 
their needs are (v. 6). In your case, 
it is wisdom to do your school work, 
Dale. We place all our care upon God 
when we do this. And what is the re- 
sult? He gives us His wonderful peace 
(v. 7). Amazingly enough, Paul could 
tell the Philippians to do just as he did! 
(v. 9.) Can we say that?” 
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' The Illustration Round Table a 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


He Will Not Disappoint Us.—But my 
God shall supply all your need accord- 
ing to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus 
(Phil. 4:19, Golden Text). Going to 
Grandmother’s for Christmas was a de- 
light that had suddenly loomed among 
prospective possibilities. But the chil- 
dren, eagerly discussing it, were not 
sure. One little girl slipped away to 
Mother, and, throwing soft arms around 
her neck, asked coaxingly: “Mother, 
are we really going to Grandmother’s 
house for Christmas? Are we, Mother?” 
“Christmas is only two days away. 
Wait and see,” answered the mother. 
But the child went dancing back to her 
companions, calling through the hall: 


“We're going! We’re going! She said, - 


‘Wait and see,’ and you know she would 
never let us keep expecting just to dis- 
appoint us at the last.”"—From Forward. 
Sent by L. Christine Gilliland, Ripley, 
Ohio, 


Greatness Needs Mediocrity.—With 
Clement also, and with other my fel- 
lowlabourers, whose names are in the 
book of life (Phil. 4:3). In a Swiss 
town that nestles at the foot of the 
mountains is to be seen a striking monu- 
ment. On the monument are two fig- 
ures—one a famous mountain climber, 
a scientist, a man who has enriched 
the world with his books—the other is 
the figure of an Alpine guide. One was 
a cultured and outstanding personality, 
the other was a poor Swiss peasant. 


Highland, Illinois 
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It is a tribute to the dependence of 
greatness on mediocrity. The scientist 
could never have scaled the mountain 
but for the help of the humble guide. 
So it is fitting that both should find a 
place on the monument. Does not this 
remind us of the Apostle Paul and his 
lowly helpers, Clement, Aristarchus, 
and many others? To them belongs the 
distinction of helping a great man in his 
greatness. It is fitting that their names, 
along with the apostle’s, are in the book 
of life—From the Christian World. 
Sent by J. A, Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Start With the Blessings.—Rejoice in 
the Lord alway: and again I say, Re- 
joice (Phil. 4:4). An old farmer was 
whining one day, “My—hay—crop—is— 


a—failure.” Asked a neighbor, “Is 
your potato crop a failure?” “No,” said 
the farmer. “Your oats?” “No.” “Your 
corn?” “Oh, no; oh, no!” “Well, neigh- 


bor, why not begin with success and 
thankfulness, and then put your one 
failure in parentheses at the other end?” 
No answer. Pause for reflection. Why 
should not we begin at the right end 
when we go over our experiences? Why 
not give God credit for all the good He 
renders us? Why not forget certain un- 
pleasant things and give our parents 
and friends credit for all their many 
kindnesses?—From Lighted Pathway. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Sur- 
rey, Eng. 


Are You Leaving Out Something?— 
Be careful for nothing; but in every 
thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God (Phil. 4:6). David, a 
colored preacher, was a patient in the 
National Leprosarium at Carville, La. 
The affliction progressed until he was 
crippled, deformed, and blind. He sang 
the songs of Zion with inspiring earnest- 
ness. His prayers in the meetings were 
thanksgiving talks with God. The old- 
fashioned radio was a great bless’ng to 
him, but he turned it on and off with 
his lips because his fingers were use- 
less. Yet he had a thankful heart. How 
heavy our burdens often are! We cry 
out to God for help, for He is our helper. 
But so often something is left out. 
“With thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God.”—Source un- 
known. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. Prize illustration. 


Nothing Lacking Amidst Poverty.— 
The peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus (Phil. 
4:7). We climbed up a flight of stairs 
to reach Miss B’s home. She sat on a 
backless chair. A small oil lamp made 
many shadows. A stone hot-water bot- 
tle rested on top of a smelly oilstove. 
Two Christmas cards illuminated the 
mantelpiece. An ugly water-tap drip- 
ped noisily into an obsolete sink. The 
room was cold and cheerless. And yet 
it is the home of a devoted Christian. 
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“We have brought you a gift from 
friends of the mission to brighten your 
Christmas, and a flowering plant.” She 
smiled. “Bless you. God is so good to 
me. I lack nothing. I have a home. 
I have so many friends.” She gives 
a tenth of her income*to the Lord. She 
has willed her furniture to God’s work. 
It may not be worth more than a few 
shillings “but God will have every- 
thing.” We bowed our heads in prayer, 
and God was near to us. We saw “the 
peace ... which passeth all understand- 
ing” written deeply in the face of this 
old woman who lives alone. She never 
grumbles. There is no criticism or bit- 
terness in her words. Her life, despite 
her poverty and environment, reflects 
the glory of her risen Lord.—Abridged 
from London City Mission Magazine. 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


A Twelve-Year-Old Missionary. — 
Those things, which ye have _ both 
learned, and received, and heard, and 
seen in me, do (Phil. 4:9). Years ago 
when Robert Moffat was in Africa, he 
traveled far into the interior. One day 
he came to a tree upon which a board 
was fixed, saying that a Christian school 
was to be found in a village not far 
away. He was amazed, for he believed 
himself to be the first white mfan in 
that part. Making his way toward the 
village, he met a little native girl about 
twelve years of age, to whom he said: 
“I saw a board fastened to a tree say- 
ing there was a Christian school held 
in this village. Would you be so good 
as to lead me to the teacher?” The 
little girl hung her head shyly and made 
no reply. “Do you know the teacher?” 
he asked. She replied this time with a 
nod. ‘ “Well, who is the teacher?” he 
persisted. Looking up into his face 
now, but still shyly, she answered, “I 
am the teacher.” Mr. Moffat discov- 
ered that the little girl had once been 
taken to a distant tribe where she heard 
a missionary tell the people of the love 
of Jesus; and she now had become the 
first missionary to her own people.— 
From Gospel Herald. Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


A Blind Man’s Opportunity— .._. 
your care of me, . . wherein ye were 
also careful, but ye lacked opportunity 
(Phil. 4:10). An eminent English min- 
ister told friends that the greatest ser- 
mon he ever heard was preached by a 
blind man on the streets of Boston. The 
minister had preached in Phillips 
Brooks’ church, and had started to walk 
back to the house where he was staying. 
He became confused, and turned to a 
man behind him to ask the way. “Why, 
it is the preacher!” exclaimed the man, 
“I know you by your voice, for I was 
in the church and heard you preach, 
I am blind, but [ can show you the way, 
and take you to the door.” The clergy- 
man protested, but his new. acquaint- 
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ance said, “Surely you will not refuse 
me the pleasure of conducting you. I 
am not a beggar. Everyone is so kind 
to me, and it is seldom indeed that I 
can render anyone ‘a service.” So the 
two men went on arm in arm, and in 
ten minutes were at the fight door. In 
that ten minutes that greatest sermon 
had been preached; it was the story of 
a man blind from his birth, whose face 
shone with contentment and peace, and 
whose heart was filled with a sense of 
his mercies and blessings. His parents 
had sent him to a school for the blind, 
where he had been taught to read by 
raised letters; and they had left him a 
small income which sufficed for his 
wants. He lived alone, but could go 
about the streets without a guide. He 
told the minister he thought he ought 
to be thankful for his blindness, because 
he had so much leisure for quiet 
thought. There would be time enough 
in another world for him to see every- 
thing. His example of contentment and 
serenity of mind has never ceased to be 
a benediction—From the _ Illustrator. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 
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Children | at Home 


A Korean Christmas 
A true story 
By Lillian M. Weeks 


T WAS Christmas Eve and the mis- 

sionary rode his bicycle to the rail- 
road station which was three miles from 
the little Korean village where he lived. 

It was the third time he had made 
the trip that day, and he was praying 
and hoping that the railroad strike had 
been called off and that a train had 
come from the city of Seoul. 

Weeks before, he had gone to the city 
and ordered supplies for the winter, but 
they had not been delivered, and now 
the missionary and his wife had almost 
no food in the house. He had also or- 
dered some little trinkets so he could 
give something to each of the three 
hundred children who would attend the 
Christmas program the following night. 

There was no train, and he returned 
home with a heavy heart. Rising be- 
fore daylight he made the trip again, 
but still no train. How he hated to go 
home and see the disappointment in the 
face of his wife! 

They had told no one of their need 
as the Koreans were very poor, but now 
husband and wife knelt together in 
prayer still believing that God would 
send them food. 

While they were praying there was 
a knock at the door. A boy stood there 
and handed the missionary a package. 
He thanked the boy and brought it in 
and laid it on the table—and it began 
to wiggle! It must be alive! Yes, it 
was a ten-pound fish! Now they would 
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have meat for their Christmas dinner. 

Again they knelt in prayer to give 
thanks and there was another knock. 
There stood another boy who gave the 
missionary a dozen eggs. Eggs were 
twenty-five cents apiece, but different 
members of the mission who owned a 
few hens had sent them as a special 
Christmas gift. 

A little later there was another knock. 
This time a Japanese who was a com- 
plete stranger stood at the door. He 
bowed low and said he had known of 
the good work the Christians had done 
in Seoul and he would like to give the 
missionary a gift on this day when they 
celebrated the birthday of their Sav- 
iour. He motioned to a Korean coolie 
to unload three boxes which he had in 
a rack that he carried on his back. The 
missionary helped him carry them in- 
side and warmly thanked the Japanese 
for his kindness. 

What was in the boxes? The mission- 
ary and his wife unpacked them and 
found they were full of tangerines, an 
almost unknown luxury in that part of 
Korea. 

They counted them and found there 
were three hundred and twenty-two— 
one for each of the children and twenty- 
two over. 

What a Christmas they had! The 
children were thrilled with the “golden 
balls,” something they had never seen 
before. After the program all who 
were old enough went out and sang 
Christmas carols along the country 
roads, wherever they saw a_ house. 
There were some who may have heard 
the Christmas story for the first time. 

When they returned home the mis- 
sionaries, with full hearts, again 
thanked God for His provision for their 
needs, and that He had not forgotten 
one of their Korean children, 
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The Gospel in the Christmas Story 
(Continued from page 929) 


r “J”). Over nineteen hundred years 
ago Christ Jesus came to the earth as 
God’s greatest gift to man, Every time 
the name “Jesus” was said, it reminded 
people of the reason for His coming, for 
the word “Jesus” meant “Jehovah is 
salvation.” “He shall save his people 
from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). No gift 
has ever meant so much to man before 
or since. And because Jesus was God’s 
gift His birth was announced through 
a choir of angels and a star, 

(Point to the letter “E.”) As, the 
shepherds gazed in silent wonder they 
remembered that Jesus had another 
name. That was “Emmanuel,” which 
meant, “God with us.” The shepherds 
believed the angels’ message and they 
hurried to see the one who was God 
manifested in the flesh and truly the 
Emmanuel who had been promised. 
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(Point to the letter “S.”) Jesus had 
still another name “Saviour,” which told 
everyone who heard that He had been 
sent to save everyone who would be- 
lieve on Him from the penalty of sin. 

(Point to the letter “U.”) Lest anyone 
should forget for whom the Lord Jesus 
came, this letter in His name reminds 
us that it was for the wniverse—for 
every ‘person in the whole world, as 
John 3:16 says, “God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” Jesus was a gift to everyone in 
the world. 


(Point to the letter “S.”) The last 
letter stands for a very beautiful word, 
the word “shepherd.” Jesus Himself 
said, “I am the good shepherd” (John 
10:14). A shepherd never drives his 
sheep but he always goes before them 
and leads them most carefully. He 
knows each of his sheep by name, and 
he cares for his sheep himself. He 
never entrusts his sheep to anyone else, 
Isn’t that a wonderful picture of Jesus? 
Although He came for the express pur- 
pose of giving His life for each one of 
us yet He never forces anyone to be- 
come a Christian. However, when we 
accept Him as our Saviour, He cares 
for us the rest of our lives-and never 
leaves us until we go Home to be with 
Him. 

This, then, is the message that the 
white star brings us as it speaks to us 
all the time of Jesus’ purity and sinless- 
ness, 

(Now point to the red star.) 

We have heard what the white star 
had to say to us, but here is a red star 
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which brings us an entirely different 
story. 

(Point to the letter “J.”) Our white 
star told us all about Jesus and why He 
had come to earth and it is a joyous 
story, but this red star has a sad mes- 
sage, for it tells us how the people who 
lived nineteen hundred years ago re- 
ceived Jesus. The Jews, His very own 
people, refused to have Him. They 
refused to believe that He was God’s 
own Son and so they would not listen 
to Him. : 

(Point to the letter “E.”) So deter- 
mined were the Jews to reject Jesus 
that, when they had an opportunity to 
choose Jesus, they elected to have Ba- 
rabbas, who was a robber. Could any- 
thing have been a sadder choice? 

(Point to the letter “S.”) As if elect- 
ing a robber in place of Jesus wasn’t 
enough, they poured scOrn upon Him. 
They crucified Jesus and no one gave 
Him help in His hour of suffering when 
He was dying for their sins. We hate 
to be slighted, but Jesus was slighted 
all His life by the very ones He came 
to save. 

(Point to the letter “U.”) All through 
Jesus’ life He met with those who were 
unconcerned that He had come to save 
them from their sin. Many times they 
gathered to hear Him speak, but it was 
in the hope that they might see another 
miracle. Jesus knew the unconcern 
they had about the words of life He 
spoke, and one time He wept in sorrow 
over Jerusalem because of it. 

(Point to the letter “S.”) This last 
letter speaks of the scoOffing Jesus en- 
dured. As He hung upon the cross, the 
people scoffed and made fun of Jesus. 
They said, “He saved others; let him 
save himself, if he is the chosen of God” 
(Luke 23:35). Their words proved be- 
yond a doubt that they had not believed 
that Jesus was the Saviour of the world. 

The red star reminds of Jesus’ pre- 
cious blood, which He shed to _take 
away our sin, and the letters tell of the 
way He was treated by those He came 
to save. 

(Now point to the green star.) 

We have come to our last Christmas 
star, which is green. We hope that the 
sorrow of the last star is not repeated 


again, and whether it is or not depends 


entirely on us, 

(Point to the letter “J.”) We, too, can 
be like the Jews who refused, or we 
can be willing to accept the fact thae 
Jesus died for our sin and justified us. 
Justified is a big word, but someone 
has pointed out that it simply says, 
“Just-as-if-I’d never sinned.” That is 
what the Lord Jesus does for each of 
us. When we believe on Him, He takes 
away all our sin and justifies us in His 
sight. What a wonderful word “justify” 
is! 

(Point to the letter “E.”) No matter 
who we are we must elect the one who 
is to be the master of our life. We have 
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a right to say, “Yes,” to either Jesus or 
Satan. “Oh,” you say, “I’d never elect 
Satan.” Have you ever elected Jesus? 
If not, you have already elected Satan, 
for, when you were born into this world, 
you were born a sinner, which made 
you Satan’s child. Only by definitely 
coming to Jesus and confessing your sin 
and believing on Him can you become 
His child. “As many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe 
on his name” (John 1:12). 

(Point to the letter “S.”) The “S” 
gives us the result of our electing to 
accept Jesus. We are now sdved, but 
being saved is not the end. We are to 
study God’s Word so that we can grow 
to be like trees firmly planted by the 
river, always fruitful, as Psalm 1 tells 
us. If we study His Word morning and 
evening, He will make us firm, strong 
Christians who will bring forth fruit all 
our lives. But the one requirement is 
that we feed upon His Word. 

(Point to the letter “U.”) Jesus was 
God’s unspeakable gift to mankind. 
Words can never tell what Jesus’ com- 
ing to this earth has meant to us. What 
a dreadful place this world would be, 
if Jesus hadn’t come, for we would have 
no chance of ever going to Heaven, 
where no sin can ever enter, if Jesus 
had not died for our sin. Truly Jesus 
was the unspeakable gift! 

(Point to the letter “S.”) We have 
come to the last letter. It is very much 
like the letter “E,” for it asks, “Whom 
will you serve?” Once more a choice 
must be made. The choice is between 
Jesus and Satan. You see, you can’t 
serve both. It must be one or the other. 
Remember Satan pays wages. His 
wages are death. The Lord Jesus does 
not pay wages, but He gives gifts. His 
greatest gift is life eternal. “For the 
wages of sin is death; but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). 

The green star suggests that we are 
responsible for making a choice. Green 
says, “Go.” What are you going to do? 
Will you treat Jesus as the Jewish peo- 
ple did, with scorn, unconcern, and 
scoffing, and elect to serve Satan? 

(Point to the white star.) Think of 
why Jesus came. He came to save us 
from our sin, to be with us, to be our 
Shepherd who will guard and guide us 
all the way. 

(Point to the red star.) Does it not 
matter to you that Jesus gave His life 
upon the cross that you might be free 
from your sin? 

(Point to the green star.) What is 
your decision? Jesus came as God’s 
gift to you. Have you nothing to give? 
He says, “My son, give me thine heart.” 
At this Christmas season would you not 
like to accept Him? If you do, there 
will be joy in Heaven, and what could 
be grander than accepting Him at this 
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season when we are celebrating His 
birth? 

Either closing in prayer or waiting 
for decisions can bring this message to 
an end. 
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The Watch Night Meeting 


(Continued from second page) 


they observed. (Acts 6:4; 13:1-6; 4:31; 
16: 28-31; Rom. 15:30, 31.) 

Keep to the old paths. Ask for the 
old, paths wherein is the good way. 

We must choose between our own way 
and God’s way. His way is as high 
above ours as Heaven is above the earth: 
If we choose His will and way, we shall 
have His blessing. If we choose our 
own, we shall have failure, confusion, 
and chastisement. Our ideas or God’s; 
which shall we adopt? If God has 
His way in the minister, officers, and 
His chosen ones in the membership of 
the church, blessing will follow. Other- 
wise, blasting and mildew, grasshoppers 
and other pests will be allowed to spoil 
fruitages. It takes more than pew 
warming to get a revival. Revival is 
a large scale movement Godward. It 
is renunciation of the world, the flesh, 
and the Devil by people of God who 
were previously ensnared by their 
power. 

Actual corrections in life and prac- 
tice, on the Gospel basis. 

Awakening that comes through the 
Spirit and the Word. 

Bible-awakened, Bible-directed, Bible- 
obedient people. 

EVIDENCES OF A SRIRITUAL AWAKENING 

A God-pierced heart; enlightened un- 
derstanding of Scriptures; desire for 
more of Christ’s presence; hunger for 
the Word of the Lord; a subdued, hum- 
bied heart; concern for the welfare of 
God’s people; drawings into the pres- 
ence of Christ in prayer; mourning over 
follies and failures, 

Appreciation of union with all who 
are of the household of faith; love, com- 
passion, and concern of soul for others’ 
good; a spirit of co-operation with 
Christ in getting the Gospel to men; 
anxiety to do good to all; asks, “Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?” adop- 
tion of the will of God as the way of 
life and measure of Christian service; 
surrender of the will, and of all the 
Lord wants of us, as indicated in the 
Scriptures; seek first the Kingdom of 
God. 

Become patterns of piety; possessed of 
the Pauline spirit; glorification of God 
in body, soul, .and spirit; pleasing 
Christ. 

CONCLUSION 

Revival is no easy task. It takes much 
grace and courage to have God’s revival 
program, and to put it into operation in 
your church. And it takes the loye of 
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1 Corinthians 13 to go on God’s ordered 
way to revival. 

The revival task is different. It is 
not speaking “smooth things.” It is not 
holding up the glories of the life to 
come so much as it is the unwanted 
business of reproving, rebuking, with all 
longsuffering and doctrine, in a time 
when men are “lovers of their own 
selves,” and have generally departed 
from the living God, by departing from 
“the doctrine which is according to god- 
liness.” It is not pleasing men, but 
pleasing “God, which trieth our hearts.” 
It is not tickling ears, but the probing 
deeply into hearts. It is not glorifying 
our successes, but an exposé of our 
failures, faults, and actual sins. It is 
not getting people up on their tiptoes 
to tackle new tasks, but a getting of 
people down on their faces before God 
that they may be forgiven, renewed, 
re-empowered, and made burning and 
shining lights for the Lord, 

The task of promoting revival is very 
different from a series of evangelistic 
meetings. We can have them without 
revival, but if we have revival we shall 
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have plenty of soul-saving services, 
Samuel, and all the prophets and apos- 
tles, show the way to revival. They 
were consumed with a passion to please 
God, and feared not the faces of ‘men. 
In revival promotion, the minister has 
only one to please, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And when a man’s ways please 
Him, He makes even his enemies to be 
at peace with him. Let every minister 
who wants to see the glory of God 
through Christ in his church buckle 
on the whole armor of God, and go at 
his God-ordered task (Eph. 6:10-19). 
Additional copies of Dr. Wadsworth’s 
letter to pastors (as given above) and 
copies of a 9x12 inch poster, in three 
colors, announcing the Watch Night 
Service (with space for the insertion 
of the hour) may be had upon request 
from the Great Commission Prayer 
League, 808 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 
10. Contributions to cover postage and 
printing will be appreciated. r 


A New Board for 
World Presbyterian Missions 


T THE instruction of the commis- 

sioners to the Twenty-first General 
Synod of the Bible Presbyterian 
Church meeting in Wilmington, Del., in 
June, 1957, the Foreign Missions Com- 
mittee of that body has recently been 
reorganized into a new foreign board, 
entitled World Presbyterian Missions, 
Inc., the Foreign Missions Board of the 
Bible Presbyterian Church (Columbus 
Synod). 

The officers of ‘he Board are the Rev. 
T. Stanley Soltau, D.D., president; the 
Rev. L, LaVerne Donaldson, vice-presi- 
dent; the Rev. Robert F, Auffarth, re- 
cording secretary, and J. Emile Krauss, 
treasurer. Dr. Soltau is well known for 
his years of missionary service in Ko- 
rea, aS a missionary speaker and Bible 
teacher, and for his recent book, “Mis- 
sions at the Crossroads” (favorably re- 
viewed in the Times, Dec. 25, 1954). 
Mr, Donaldson also is a veteran mhis- 
sionary, having served two terms in 
the Holy Land among the Arabic- 
speaking people of Bethlehem. Other 
members of the Executive Committee 
are* the Rev. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., 
Ph.D., LL.D., D.D., and the Rev. Robert 
G. Rayburn, Th.D., both of Covenant 
College and Theological Seminary, and 
the Rev. Preson P. Phillips, Jr., Th.D. 

The Board has called as its general 
secretary, the Rev. William A. Mahlow. 
Mr. Mahlow, a graduate of Princeton 
University and of Faith Theological 
Seminary, was once national president 
of the Student Foreign Missions Fel- 
lowship, served for a term as a mis- 
sionary in India, was for four years 
general secretary of The Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis- 
sions, and also served in the pastorate 
and in other capacities. 
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Missionaries have been appointed to 
Peru, Chile, and Korea, and the Board 
is ready to enter other fields. 

The purpose of World Presbyterian 
Missions is stated as follows: “The 
ultimate purpose of the Board and its 
missions is the proclamation of the Gos- 
pel through all available means to the 
unconverted everywhere in those fields 
in which the Holy Spirit leads it to 
initiate work with the aim of estab- 
lishing indigenous (New Testament- 
type) churches.” 

Doctrinally, all connected with the 
Board must believe the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments to be the 
Word of God, the only infallible rule 
of faith and practice, and all the great 
doctrines of the Scriptures as summar- 
ized in the Confession of Faith and 
Catechisms of the Bible Presbyterian 
Church. The Board deems separation 
unto Christ from impurity of life or 
doctrine essential to a vital testimony. 

Though the Board is responsible to 
the Bible Presbyterian Synod, mem- 
bers may also be elected to the Board 
and missionaries sent out who are not 
Bible Presbyterians, providing they 
are one with the Board in its testimony 
in life and doctrine. 

World Presbyterian Missions, Inc., is 
chartered as a nonprofit religious cor- 
poration in the State of Delaware, has 
adopted By-Laws and a Missionary 
Manual. Its headquarters office is lo- 
cated at 1617 W. 14th Street, Wilmington 
6, Del. . 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 15 


3. Carols of Many Nations 
(Luke 2:8-14; Psa. 9:11; Isa. 30:29) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HIS week’s prayer meeting, which 

is the third of a series of four on 
the over-all topic, “Joy to the World,” 
affords an opportunity to have an in- 
formal carol sing in which all 9f your 
members may share. It can also be 
used as an opportunity to prepare for 
carol singing in your neighborhood on 
Christmas Eve. Be sure to include in 
the list of places where your group will 
stop and sing the homes of any shut-ins 
or elderly folks who may not be able 
to get out to enjoy the Christmas serv- 
ices in your church or Sunday school. 

p) 

Choose carefully the carols and hymns 
that are to be used in this week’s meet- 
ing. Some old, traditional songs or 
rounds have been widely publicized of 
late that have nothing in them about 
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thing but One-Leg, the beggar girl. 
Long ago Mother had spilled boiling 
water on the leg and shriveled it up. 
Now Mother was dead, and the same 
automobile accident that killed her 
blind father had burst open her own 
head. So, here she was in this strange 
House of Healing. The food was ten 
parts heavenly, the bed’ too soft, and 
the nurses suspiciously kind—what had 
they to gain by it, anyway? And the 
doctors—she would never let them op- 
erate on her bad leg, never! Still, pa- 
tient Shu-ming, the nicest girl that ever 
lived, advised it, as did Auntie Yin and 
Gramma Yu also. Reading and sewing 
lessons as well as the sight and sound 
of the nearby school for girls helped 
to change Wan-fu and perhaps Shu- 
ming’s prayers to Jesus helped most of 
all. At any rate the operation was per- 
formed and the beggar child reached 
the place where she really did know 
ten thousand happinesses. One wishes 
this delightful story of China might 
have ended with Wan-fu finding the 
joy of all joys in a personal Saviour 
from sin. 


The Five Points of Calvinism. By five 
authors, (Sovereign Grace Book Club, 
1124 S.E. First St., Evansville, Ind., 
$3.95.) “Tulip” is the word by which 
Calvin’s five famous doctrines can be 
remembered, for their initials spell the 
name of the flower: Total Depravity, 
Unconditional Election, Limited Atone- 
ment, Irresistible Grace, Perseverance of 
Saints. Here they are expounded by five 
old writers: Andrew Fuller (1754-1815) ; 
John Calvin (1509-1564) ; John Gill (1697- 
1771); Thomas Goodwin (1600-1679) ; Jon- 
athan Edwards (1703-1758). As intro- 
duction, there is a genera] treatise on 
the five points by Horatius Bonar, Scot- 
tish minister and hymn writer. Finally, 
there is a long sermon by Thomas Good- 
win on James 1:1-5, entitled “Let Pa- 
tience Have Its Perfect Work,” which 
alone is Worth the price of the book. 

This collection of letters, in the old- 
fashioned, heavy style of the Puritans, 
is more for theologians, Bible teachers, 
and ministers than the average reader. 
Moreover, the print is hard to read, for 
it looks like close typewriting and is 
evidently done on the Vari-Typer and 
by offset. 
the necessary self-discipline to read and 
concentrate on these long letters will 
agree that he has in hand exhaustive 
expositions and defenses of these basic 
doctrines. The expression “limited 
atonement” means, briefly, that Christ 
paid the penalty of the sins only of the 
elect. These writers back up their ar- 
guments with liberal quotations from 
Scripture and deal frankly with pas- 
sages that are used against their doc- 
trines. 

The sermon on patience is the finest 
that this reviewer has ever seen on that 
subject. Thomas Goodwin gives much 


But anyone who exercises e 
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practical advice on how to “count it all 
joy when ye fall into divers tempta- 
tions.” “Now, upon all these grounds,” 
he says, “if you be true and be right 
Christians, you will know (v. 3), how 
to put a due estimate upon what is your 
greatest interest and privilege in this 
life: that is, the proof and trial of your 
graces, and-of this grace of patience 
above all, as the highest perfection of 
a Christian, yea of Christ Himself.” He 
defines patience as “a constant persist- 
ing, whether to do the will of God with- 
out fainting, or to suffer the will of 
God with ‘submission, and quietness, 
and cheerfulness; to the end of man’s 
days.” 


The Life of Elijah. By Arthur W. 
Pink, (Bible Truth Depot, Swengel, Pa., 
$4.95.) The writings of Arthur W. Pink 
are well known among evangelicals for 
their faithfulness to the Word, their 
spiritual insight, and their warm, de- 
votional emphasis. Although he went 
to be with the Lord over five years ago, 
his writings continue to minister to the 
Christian public, and many readers will 
thank God for the posthumous publica- 
tion of “The Life of Elijah.” 

The details of the prophet’s ministry 
are here scrutinized with loving care, 
and the timeless lessons of Elijah’s life 
are brought to bear on life in our pres- 
ent day. Mr. Pink knows the impor- 
tance of studying the details of Scrip- 
ture, and as he brings them to our 
attention, we find much for our spiritual 
edification. If occasionally some of his 


deductions seem a bit extreme, this is 


a minor matter; there is so much here 
of deep spiritual truth, so much that 
meets us where we are, that tiny points 
where disagreement may arise seem 
very secondary. The author’s questions 
probe our hearts, “How often we think 
we are trusting in the Lord, when really 
we are resting on comfortable circum- 
stances, and when they become uncom- 
fortable, how much faith have we?” 
(p. 54.) His earnest devotion to the 
truth of the Book is heart warming, 
and the hungry soul will find here that 
which feeds and strengthens him. 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1958 


AVE you discovered what a valuable 

tool THe Sunpay Scuoot Trues In- 
ternational Uniform Lesson List can be 
in your class or school? The list of 1958 
lessons is now ready. Many superin- 
tendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at home. 
When used in the regular Sunday school 
sessions instead of lesson leaflets, they 
may stimulate pupils to use the Bible 
itself rather than printed excerpts from 
it. Some superintendents find the list 
convenient to hand to substitute teach- 
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ers as a guide for their lesson prepara- 
tion. 

The 1958 Lesson List is once again 
offered in convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture references and 
Golden Texts and devotional readings, 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures, 

Why not order a supply of the 1958 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for next year’s use? The closing weeks 
of the year are .often crowded—and 
forgetful—and ordering now will insure 
having your lists in good time. ‘They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 


w 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 8 


2. Christ, the Living Word 
(John 1:1-14; 1 John 1:1) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


WORD of God incarnate, 
O Wisdom from on high, 
O Truth, unchanged, unchanging, 
O Light of our dark sky; 
We praise Thee for the radiance 
That from the hallowéd page, 
A lantern to our footsteps, 
Shines on from age to age. 
—Bishop W, W. How. 
ye s 
This second topic in the series of four 
on the theme, “Joy to the World,” falls 
on Universal Bible’ Sunday. It is emi- 
nently fitting, therefore, that in this 
series that leads up to the day that we 
celebrate as the birthday of the Lord 
Jesus, we.should think of Him as the 
living Word of God, inseparably linked 
with and revealed in the written Word 
of God, the Bible. 
Me 
In the Scripture portion from John’s 
Gospel assigned for the topic, John uses 
an unusual term in speaking of the Lord 
Jesus. He calls Him “the Word,” and 
you will notice that in Revelation 19:13 
he uses this same term in giving the 
name of the Lord Jesus, where He is 
called “The Word of God.” The Greek 
word Logos, which is here translated 
“the Word,” carries a far more profound 
meaning than our modern English word, 
“word.” Some have translateti it “wis- 
dom,” or “thought,” or “expression.” 
Yet all of these are inadequate to con- 
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vey the deepest meaning of the Logos, 
or the living Word. The Lord Jesus 
Christ is the Word of God, not merely 
because He speaks the word of God, 
or because He is the one that was prom- 
ised or spoken of in the Word, but be- 
cause the Word dwells in and speaks 
from Him. “The Word” is not merely 
an attribute of God, but, as John re- 
minds us in the first verse of our Scrip- 
ture portion, is God, an acting reality. 
ve 

John continues in this first chapter of 
his Gospel by stating the pre-existence 
of the Lord Jesus. In the beginning 
of all things, He was with the Father, 
not merely existing in the Father’s mind 
or thought, but as a distinct personality, 
co-existent with the Father. 

we 

In this pre-existence, before His birth 
as a little babe in the town of Bethle- 
hem, “the Word,” the Lord Jesus, is 
seen as the Creator (v. 3). All matter 
originated through Him. This same 
truth is found in Colossians 1:16, 17, 
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where we read that the Lord Jesus not 
only created all things, but that He 
also maintains them, and through Him 
they “consist” or “hang together.” In 
other words, not only did all matter 
originate in Him, but, as John puts it 
(v. 4), “in him was life.” He is the 
source of all life and the means by 
which life continues. 
ve 
John then goes on to show that this 
living Word, who is Life, is also the 
Light of men and that that Light came 
into the darkness of this world and yet 
that darkness did not “comprehend,” or 
“apprehend,” or “lay hold upon it.” This 
same truth is stated in verse 11, “He 
came unto his own, and his own re- 
ceived him not.” He came into this 
world that He had created and although 
He was Life and Light incarnate, His 
creatures did not accept Him and re- 
ceive the light that He brought. We 
have the record in the four Gospels of 
how men turned from Him, preferring 
darkness to light, and how they took 
Him, and scourged Him, and spit upon 
Him, and finally crucified Him on the 
cross, 
+ 4 
But our consideration of this topic 
should not close on a dark and somber 
note. There were some who did receive 
Him, John tells us (v, 12), and to these 
were given power to become the sons 
of God and to be born into the family 
of God (John 3:5-18). This meeting 
may well end with a consecration serv- 
ice and with a strong appeal to any, 
who may not as yet have believed on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and received Him 
into their hearts, to do so, so that in 
this very meeting they may pass from 
death to life (John 5:24). 
PHILADELPHIA, , ? 
we 


Put Christ Back Into Christmas 
(Continued from page 912) 


perish, but have everlasting life.” 
Have you ever unwrapped that gift? 
Like any other gift it is not yours until 
you accept it. 

Many folks have gone to church all 
their lives and have even joined 
church, but have never really accepted 
the gift of God’s Son. It must be a 
definite personal transaction. You just 
cannot know the real meaning and the 
real spirit of Christmas until you have 
accepted this Gift. The Bible calls it 
the “unspeakable gift,” and it really is 
so wonderful that we just cannot express 
our appreciation of it. But no matter 
-how wonderful it is, the Gift is not 
yours until you receive Christ as Sav- 
iour. So, if you want really to put 
Christ into Christmas, do receive Christ 
as Saviour this year, and know the true 
joy of Christmas, 

SACRAMENTO, CALIF, 
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For Family Worship 
By Ermest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by: the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 2 to 8 


Mon., Dec. 2.—Phil. 3:7-11. 
Paul’s Passion. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “That I may 
know him, and the power of his resur- 
rection, and the fellowship of his suf- 
ferings, being made conformable unto 
his death.” Paul knew well the doc- 
trine of Christ, but his chief desire was 
to know the Christ of the doctrines. 
How well do you know Him as the 
risen one whé has all power ip Heaven 
and earth? In your life of the flesh, is 
it your main desire to know the Lord 
Jesus Christ better? Press on after 
Christ. Seek with your whole soul to 
have Christ as your wisdom, righteous- 
ness, and sanctification, as well as your 
rederfiption. Let Christ be all in all to 
you. Pray for the Bible House of Los 
Angeles. 


Tues., Dec. 3.—Phil. 3:12-16. 
The High Calling. 
PRAYER SucGcEsTIONS: “The high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus.” The 
heavenly calling, with its crown of 
righteousness to be presented by the 
Lord Jesus Christ, should constantly 
be kept in mind as we work and wait 
for our Lord. The Master praises; 
what are men? Let us keep our final 
salvation more in mind than present 
experience in grace. The end of the 
race is far more important than your 
present progress. The Lord’s “Well 
done” is the all-important thing you 
must strive for. The Lord enable you 
to labor now as you shall wish you 
had when you render your account, 
Pray for Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship, Chicago, 


Wed., Dec. 4.—Phil. 3:17-21. 
Heavenly Citizenship. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Our conver- 
sation [lit., citizenship] is in heaven; 
from whence also we look for the Sav- 
iour, the Lord Jesus Christ.” We, like 
‘all of Christ’s disciples, are pilgrims 
on earth and seek a better country, 
that is, an heavenly. Let your pilgrim 
character appear more in your words 
and ways. The heroes of faith have 
given us examples of how we are to 
live and adorn our pilgrim character 
(Heb. 11). And Paul’s shining exam- 
ple is for your imitation. We shall do 


_well to follow him as he followed 


Christ. Glory in your earthly citizen- 
ship, but more in your citizenship in 
Heaven (see Acts 21:39; Eph. 2:19). 
Pray for the International Board of 
Jewish Missions, Atlanta, 
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\\ \ heen you give a Bible 


to someone you love 


~ give the finest! 


For Someone special 


02227x The outstanding Bible of 
the year—a de luxe Bible at an 
irresistibly low price. Marrakesh 
Persian Morocco binding, leather 
lined, Center-column references, 
Concordance, new Bible Study 
Helps, 12 pages of colored maps. 
Numerous other features. 5x7%, 
only 1%," thick. In red or black, 

only $10.75 


Che bride 


01152x Bound in washable white 
French Morocco over flexible liner, 
with round corners and silver edges. 
Marriage Certificate. Gift boxed. 
3% x5%, only %” thick. $5.75 


Che bride and groom 


158x A Scofield Bible ideal for 
family use. Contains Concordance, 
Dictionary of Scripture Proper 
Names, Subject Index, and colored 
maps with indexed Atlas. Bound in 
red or black French Morocco, 
leather lined, with gold roll. Fam- 
ily Record. 4% x 744¢x 1%”. 
$16.50 


are traditionally the most beautiful. 
Unsurpassed in craftsmanship... 
handbound in leathers of the 

first quality...superb examples 

, of the bookmaker'’s art... 
they cost only a little more and 
their value far exceeds their price. 


Mother and Dad 


179x A new Scofield Concordance 
Bible with large type, bound in 
luxurious natural grain Morocco, 
leather lined. A superb gift that will 
be treasured forever. 542 x 8%, 
only %” thick. $22.00 


Che studious reader 


172 A large size Scofield Refer- 
ence Bible bound in sturdy Moroc- 
coette at a moderate price. Includes 
Concordance and all the Scofield 
features. 542 x8%x1%”. $10.00 


Che student 


22 Young and old, ministers, too, 
are finding the unique notes and 
helps of the Pilgrim Edition of 
inestimable aid to a better under- 
standing of the Bible. Notes, ref- 
erences and helps appear on the 
same page with the verse to which 
they refer. Comprehensive index, 
chronologies, maps, and many 
other special features. In blue Mo- 
roccoette. 5¥6x7%x1%". $9.50 


x indicates edition on Oxford's famous Ultrathin India paper 


Unless otherwise noted, all Bibles have gold edges. Ajl have 
round corners. And all contain the complete text of the 
Authorized King James ¥ersion. At your bookseller. 


Ctil-Sbmevicas. Gyft- Cible Since 1675 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, Inc., 114 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 11, N. Y. 


Thurs., Dec. 5.—2 Tim. 1:7-12. 
The Christian’s Testimony, 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Be not thou 
therefore ashamed of the testimony of 
our Lord.” Paul forewarned Timothy of 
the danger of timidity in presenting the 
truth of Christ. All believers need to 
be bold in declaring God’s truth. Be 
willing to suffer for your faith and for 
your faithful presentation of Christ’s 
truth. Own your unshakable faith in 
Christ and His Gospél boldly. This is 


re the duty of all who name Christ’s name, 


Pray that Christ’s ministers may speak 
the Word of Christ with boldness. 


Fri., Dec. 6.—Col. 1:9-13. 
Prayer for Spiritual Knowledge, 
Prayer Succestions: “Filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all wisdom ~ 
and spiritual understanding.” Many 
read the Bible for mere knowledge, and 
miss the mystery of God’s will. One 
can be occupied with the letter of the 
Word and miss the spirit of the Word. 
Spiritual knowledge of God’s holy Word 
is learned more on one’s knees than on 
one’s tiptoes. Spiritual truth is spir- 
itually discerned. This discernment is 
the gift of Christ (see Luke 24:25). Pray 
the Lord will Open the eyes of your 
understanding as you redd His Word 
today. , 


Sat. Dec. 7.—2 Pet. 1:3-11. 
Pertaining to Godliness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Grace and peace 
be multiplied unto you through the 
knowledge of God, and of Jesus our 
Lord.” All who have obtained “like 
precious faith” through the righteous- 
ness of God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ have reserves of divine grace 
needed for enriching the flame which 
Christ has kindled in your soul. Have 
you God’s gift of faith? You can have 
more faith, Have you other gifts of 
the Spirit? These may be enriched and 
enlarged. Are you now a little like 
Christ? You may be, and ought to be © 
more and more like Him. To that you 
call, “Show forth the praises [virtues] 
of him who hath called you out of dark- 
ness into his marvelous light” (1 Pet. | 
2:9). Pray for the Pocket: Testament 
League, New York. 


Sun., Dec. $8—Psa. 5:1-8. 
Trust in God. 
PraAYER SuccesTions: “My King, 
and my God.” God can be trusted 
completely. ‘These divine titles are 
applied to the three persons in the 
Godhead. God’s attributes, words, 
and faithfulness to His promises, His 
grace in ,pardon and salvation de- 
mand entire confidence. Trust God 
without fear. Trust in God leads us 
into the marvelous blessings. Trust 
not in yourself or the arm of the 
flesh, but trust God fully. Pray for 
a deeper appreciation of the goodness 
and mercy of God, 











